
 

 

 

 
   
 

1. Apologies: 

 Cllr Gloria Wills.   

 

2. Declaration of interest: 

 Cllr Vanessa Carmichael declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 10.  No other Cllrs made 

any declaration of interest.   

 

3. STC Minutes / Committee Reports: 

 a.  Policy & Records Management Working Group Meeting held Tuesday 2nd 

February 2021: 

  These were confirmed as a correct record.  ( AB / M Carr ) 

 b.  Personnel Committee Meeting held Wednesday 3rd February 2021: 

  These were confirmed as a correct record.  ( AB / MW ) 

 c.  Community Chest Meeting held Monday 8th February 2021: 

  These were confirmed as a correct record.  ( VC / M Cant ) 

 d.  Minutes of the Monthly meeting held Monday 8th February 2021: 

  These were confirmed as a correct record.  ( CL / M Cant ) 

 e.  Minutes of the P&R committee held Monday 8th February 2021: 

  These were confirmed as a correct record.  ( AC / M Cant ) 

 

 

SEDGEFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

 Minutes of the proceedings of the MARCH 

MONTHLY MEETING of the Council held at  

7 p.m. via Microsoft Teams, on  

Monday 8th March 2021 

 

 

Present Cllr. Mel Carr (Chairman) and 

Cllrs. Allan Blakemore, David Brown, Mark Cant, Vanessa Carmichael, Ann 

Carr, Paul Heasman, Chris Lines,  Leo McCormack, Julie Towler, Alfred 

Walton,  Mavis Wayman and Stephen Winter 

Officers Dr Jane Ayre (Town Clerk and Meeting Moderator)  

Ms Natalie Chowns-Traynor 



 

 

 f.  Minutes of the Estates Working Group meeting held Monday 15th February 

2021: 

  These were confirmed as a correct record.  ( AB / MW ) 

 

 g.  Minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting held Monday 22nd February 2021: 

  These were confirmed as a correct record.  ( AC / AB  ) 

 h.  Minutes of the Butterwick Road Cemetery Working Group meeting held 

Wednesday 24th February 2021: 

  These were confirmed as a correct record.  ( AC / AB ) 

  RESOLVED: To accept all of the minutes as above and recommendations 

contained therein. 

 

4. Matters of Information: 

 4.1 Building Back Communities: 

  County Cllr David Brown to keep the Town Council updated regarding the Town 

Centre Safety Fund and associated programme so that the Town Council can play an 

integral part in this work with DCC to support local businesses and economy.  No 

further information has yet been received.  The Clerk asked if it was possible that 

County Cllr Brown could provide an update by Monday 15th March 2021 as this would 

be helpful to the Estates Working Group in considering one particular matter.  County 

Cllr David Brown agreed to supply the Clerk with an update but did say that money 

received by Durham County Council had subsequently been sub-divided and 

Sedgefield had not featured highly on a prioritized list to receive such as it was not 

deemed to be a disadvantaged area.   

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 4.2 Wind Turbine: 

  The Clerk had informed Mr Thompson that the Town Council were happy in principle 

with his proposal and would consider the subsequent planning application when 

published by DCC. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information and to close this matter. 

 

 4.3 Current Planning Applications: 

  The Clerk has forwarded to DCC Planning Officers the Town Council’s comments on 



 

 

planning applications 1-8. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information and to close this matter. 

 

 

 4.4 Current Planning Application: 

  No Cllrs submitted to the Clerk any comments regarding planning applications 

DM/21/00212/FPA, DM/21/00230/LB, DM/21/00257/FPA and DM/21/00263/FPA 

published on 8th February 2021. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information and to close this matter. 

 

5. Dates of Meetings: 

 Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all details of all meetings in March 2021 plus 

civic events until March 2022.  

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

6. Public Participation: 

 The Chairman, Cllr Mel Carr closed the meeting whilst the public gave their views and 

comments.   

 

Mrs Julia Bowles informed Cllrs that she had recently shared with the Clerk information given 

to Mrs Bowles by Mr Stephen Reed of DCC in response to her direct enquiries regarding 

Section 106 monies available in Sedgefield.  The Clerk confirmed that she has duly shared 

this information with Cllrs as agreed by Mrs Bowles.  Mrs Bowles said she had also been 

given consent by Mr Reed to share this information with whoever she wished and as a result 

she had shared it with the Sedgefield News for an article in their next edition as a follow-up to 

an article in August 2020.  Mrs Bowles said it was important the people were informed about 

this matter and the process of engagement regarding Section  106 was imperative.  Mr Reed 

had stipulated to Mrs Bowles that the Town Council were one of their engager and asked the 

Town Council for an update.  The Clerk reported that information had been received from Mr 

Reed regarding the status of Section 106 monies in the Town and at a subsequent meeting 

with Mr Reed, several of his DCC colleagues and one of our local County Cllrs it had been 

found that the financial information provided by DCC was incorrect. Subsequently DCC had 



 

 

provided updated information and this, along with other information gleaned at the meeting, 

had been analysed and considered further by the Butterwick Road Cemetery Working Group 

and a series of other questions posed to Mr Reed with a response now awaited.  Mr Reed 

had clearly stipulated that DCC are the organization who determine how Section 106 monies 

are allocated and when the Clerk explained the comments made in front of the public by the 

Planning Inspectorate at the Eden Drive Planning Inquiry, i.e. that determination of allocation 

of Section 106 monies would be the responsibility of the Town Council, Mr Reed had said 

this was incorrect and that DCC’s legal representative should have made that clear at the 

time.  Mrs Bowles urged the Town Council to challenge that statement.  Cllr Mel Carr said 

that from looking at the information circulated by Mrs Bowles it appeared initially that she had 

been given information which was different and more detailed than that given to the Town 

Council.  Mrs Bowles concluded by asking what was going on at the former Barclays Bank 

building in the Town.  Cllr Mel Carr said that it was unknown but that to date no planning 

application or request for change of use had been received.   

 

Ms Chris McElvaney expressed her concerns about a planning application to be considered 

by the Town Council later in the meeting relating to the proposed greyhound kennels.  Ms 

McElvaney highlighted that 13 letters of objection have been submitted to DCC regarding this 

application and expressed her concerns regarding the noise disturbance which would come 

from this location from the dogs and generator.  Ms McElvaney said the objections from local 

residents and members of the public were clearly documented in those objections.  Ms 

McElvaney said it was wrong that one persons hobby could be given precedence over the 

lives of people living nearby.  Ms McElvaney said she hoped the Town Council would support 

the views of local residents when considering this application.  Cllr Mel Carr confirmed that 

this planning application was to be considered under agenda item 10.   

 

The Chairman thanked the member of the public for their comments and re-opened the 

meeting. 

 

7. Internal Reports: 

 7.1 Chairman’s Report: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Chairman’s Report which detailed 

the actions he had undertaken since the last Monthly Meeting.  Cllr Mel Carr reported 

that in addition to those actions in the report circulated that he, and Cllr Alf Walton, 

had attended an on-site meeting with DCC’s lighting officer in order to progress the 

investigation of options for the Town’s future festive lighting.  The Clerk confirmed that 

this matter will be progressed by the Estates Working Group in order to bring a 

recommendation to a future P&R Committee for consideration.   



 

 

 

RESOLVED 

To receive this information. 

 

 7.2 Mayor’s Report: 

  The Mayor of Sedgefield, Cllr Leo McCormack, reported that it was hard to believe 

that it was now over a year since his Civic Ball at the Hardwick Hall Hotel.  Following 

that all other fund raising activities had been cancelled due to covid.  Whilst Cllr 

McCormack had continued in the role of Mayor but links had unfortunate been lost 

with other Mayors and no further funds raised due to the ongoing effects of the 

pandemic.  Cllr McCormack urged those local community groups who would normally 

benefit from Mayoral donations at the Town’s Annual Meeting to now approach the 

Community Chest for donations.  The Clerk confirmed that this matter had been 

promoted through the Sedgefield Extra.   

 

RESOLVED 

To receive this information. 

 

 7.3 Revised 2021/22 Town Council Meetings Report by Town Clerk: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Revised 2021/22 Town Council 

Meetings Report in which it was explained why the previously agreed dates for the 

Council’s Annual General Meeting and Annual Town Meeting now needed to be 

scheduled as a result of the local council elections taking place on 6 th May 2021.  The 

Clerk explained that at this stage it was unclear in what format these meetings would 

take place, i.e. virtual or in person, but would keep Cllrs and the public updated as 

national instructions were issued.  Information regarding the forthcoming elections 

and key dates accompanied this report and had also been circulated electronically to 

all Cllrs on 10th February 2021.   

 

RESOLVED: 

i) To receive this information. 

ii) The Town Council’s Annual General Meeting (followed by Monthly Meeting 

and P&R Committee meeting) to change from Monday 10th May 2021 to 

Monday 17th May 2021.   

iii) The Town Council’s Annual Town Meeting to change from Tuesday 4th May 

2021 to Tuesday 18th May 2021.  

iv) The Clerk to update the Town Council’s 2021/22 Meetings Calendar and 

promote appropriately.   



 

 

 

8. External Reports: 

 None. 

 

9. Correspondence: 

 None. 

 

10. Current Planning Applications: 

 A schedule of the current planning applications had been circulated prior to the meeting.  

Each application was then considered and the following comments were made (Note:  number 

refers to the number on the circulated list): 

 10.1 DM/21/00198/FPA – retention and use of existing outbuildings and land for the 

non-commerical breeding and keeping of dogs, land East of Home Farm, 

Sedgefield: 

  Cllrs noted the concerns expressed by those who had submitted objections to DCC’s 

planning portal regarding this application which predominantly, in material planning 

terms, related to potential noise disturbance and agreed that in the absence of any 

noise assessment being provided by DCC regarding this matter that the best way to 

ensure the views of all parties, for and against, were heard was to request this 

application be called in for determination by DCC’s Full Planning Committee.   

 10.2 DM/21/00372/AD – erection and display of internally illuminated building name 

signage to be displayed on exterior of 5 buildings across the site (NETPark 

Plexus, Discovery 1 and 2, Explorer 1 and 2), NETPark Plexus, Thomas Wright 

Way, Sedgefield:  

  Cllrs did not have any objection to this application.   

 10.3 DM/21/00385/FPA – remove part conservatory and extend to convert to garden 

room, 15 North Park Road, Sedgefield:  

  Cllrs did not have any objection to this application.  

 RESOLVED: 

The comments on planning applications 1- 3 above to be submitted to DCC Planners.   

 

  

ADDITIONAL ITEM: 

The Clerk reported that earlier that day Durham County Council had published their latest list 

of planning applications which included the following within Sedgefield: 

DM/21/00548/FPA – side extension, internal alterations and front veranda, 8 South View 

Fishburn 

DM/21/00753/TPO – fell 1 no T32 whitebeam and pruning and crown lift to 3 metres and 20% 



 

 

canopy reduction to 1 no T31 yew, 40 Winterton Avenue, Sedgefield 

RESOLVED: 

Cllrs to consider the above planning applications and to forward to the Clerk by no 

later than Monday 15th March 2021 any comments.   

 

  

The Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 7.34pm. 

 



 

 

 
 

1. Apologies: 

 Cllrs. Vanessa Carmichael and Gloria Wills.   

 

2. Declaration of interest: 

 Cllr Chris Lines declared an interest in item 5.10 and a non-pecuniary interest in item 8.1.  No 

other Cllrs made any declaration of interest.   

 

3. Matters of Information: 

 3.1  Sedgefield Town Council Corporate Plan: 

  This matter has also been discussed at a recent Finance Working Group at which the 

Council’s Internal Auditor was in attendance.  It is recognised that whilst this Plan is 

important to have it must also be put into context of the Council’s other on-going work 

priorities.  A proposed structure was presented to the Finance Working Group meeting 

held in September 2018 and time is now required for the Clerk to prepare a 

brainstorming session with all Cllrs to identify what they believe to be the Council’s 

priorities as part of an exercise to agree collectively such activities.  Note:  This had 

been previously delayed due to the want to have a full complement of Cllrs.  One Cllr 

is now away from their duties until 1st December 2020 and another has recently 

resigned.  The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on this matter. 

 

 

SEDGEFIELD TOWN COUNCIL  

POLICY & RESOURCES 

Minutes of the proceedings of the MARCH POLICY & 

RESOURCES of the Council held following the Monthly 

meeting via Microsoft Teams on 

                Monday 8th March 2021. 

 

Present Cllr. Mel Carr (Chairman) and 

Cllrs. Allan Blakemore, David Brown, Mark Cant, Ann Carr, Paul Heasman, Chris 

Lines, Leo McCormack, Julie Towler, Alfred Walton,  Mavis Wayman and 

Stephen Winter 

Officers  Dr Jane Ayre (Town Clerk and Meeting Moderator) 

Ms Natalie Chowns-Traynor  

 



 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.2 Legal Issues (Ceddesfeld Hall and Grounds): 

  The Clerk has informed Mr Anthony Walters that the Town Council instruct him to 

oversee the registration of Ceddesfeld Hall and grounds once information has been 

obtained by the Clerk from the Church of England archives.  Information has now 

been received from the archives and forwarded to the Solicitor for consideration and 

additional information has now been requested which the Clerk needs to consider. 

The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on these matters. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.3 Village Green Issues: 

  The Estates Working Group are currently drafting a Village Green Policy and will then 

oversee the production of a letter to businesses/resident whose properties border 

village green informing them that the Town Council is reviewing its Village Green 

Policy.  This Policy will include the essence of the licences/letters currently being 

prepared by the Town Council’s solicitor in relation to several village green related 

issues.  The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on these matters.   

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.4 Station Road Playing Field: 

  The Clerk has written to Mr John Reed of DCC acknowledging receipt of his latest 

correspondence and informed him that Town Cllrs are now considering the current 

terms of the lease and will be in touch again soon.  This matter was placed on the 

agenda of the most recent Estates Working Group meeting and Cllrs are now 

considering the lease shared.  The Estates Working Group to keep Cllrs updated on 

this matter. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.5 Terrace Hill Funding: 

  No further update has yet been received from Sedgefield Bowling Club.  The Clerk to 



 

 

keep Cllrs updated on this matter. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.6 Pedestrian Safety Review: 

  The Clerk has written to both local County Cllrs requesting they give their support to 

lobbying DCC for Sedgefield to be included as one of the venues for mobile flashing 

speed signs.  An email was received from County Cllr John Robinson dated 18th 

February 2020 stating that he had asked how much 3 cameras would cost for all 

entrances with a view to applying for Section 106 funding towards them or paying via 

Neighbourhood Budget.  Cllr Robinson said he would keep the Town Council updated.  

No further information has been received. The Clerk has issued a reminder to County 

Cllr Brown.  The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on this matter.   

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.7 Speed Watch Findings: 

  The Clerk has asked PCSO Jorgeson if a full traffic survey could be undertaken in 

Sedgefield.  Due to the coronavirus lockdown period the Clerk has sent a follow-up 

request.  A response has now been received confirming that for such a survey to take 

place would be determined by traffic management at highways at Cleveland and 

Durham Specialist Operations Unit.  The Clerk has now issued a request to this 

section. No response has been received as yet.  The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on 

this matter.   

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.8 Ash Tree Within Grounds of Ceddesfeld Hall: 

  Cllrs Gloria Wills and Mel Carr to discuss this matter as agreed with Sedgefield 

Squash Club’s Management Committee and report back to the Town Council. 

Cllrs Gloria Wills and Mel Carr to keep Cllrs updated on this matter.   

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 



 

 

 3.9 Matters of Information from Environment Committee and Community 

Development & Engagement Committee:   

  See agenda item 5.1. 
 
Following discussions between the Clerk and Chairs of the Environment Committee 

and Community Development & Engagement Committee it was agreed that for 

February 2021 any items for those Committees would feature on the P&R 

Committee’s agenda. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.10 Children’s Play Area and Dogs: 

  The matter of whether or not dogs are permitted at Station Road Playing field was 

considered at the last Estates Working Group meeting.  The Clerk has been asked to 

check the wording contained in the Field’s lease (to see if there are any stipulations 

that dogs must not be permitted) and report back to the Estates Working Group.  This 

cannot be done until paper files can be accessed in the Town Council Offices. 

The Estates Working Group as part of their ongoing review of how Station Road 

Playing Field is used to bring a subsequent report back to a future P&R Committee. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.11 Cycle Trail at NETPark: 

  No further progress has been reported regarding this matter.   

Cllr Chris Lines to keep Cllrs updated as and when progress is made.   

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.12 Health Centre Car Park: 

  The Clerk has forwarded to Mr Paul Anderson of DCC the Town Council’s suggestions 

regarding the removal of the island in the health centre car park which would generate 

additional parking bays.  A response is now awaited. The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated 

on this matter.    

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 



 

 

 

 3.13 Town Council Offices Refurbishment: 

  The Estates Working Group continue to oversee this project and its delivery within the 

budget allocated by the Town Council.  The Clerk reported that electrical work will be 

completed this week and work on fitting new internal doors will commence next week.  

Discussions have taken place with the carpet/flooring supplier with provisional 

arrangements in place for lifting of existing flooring and installation of new.  

Discussions are also taking place with decorators.  Cllr Mel Carr reported that earlier 

that day the Offices alarm panel has been relocated to the new reception area. The 

Estates Working Group to keep Cllrs updated on this matter. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.14 Gypsy/Traveller Unauthorised Encampments: 

  Cllr Gloria Wills to organize a meeting between volunteer Cllrs and concerned 

residents in order to seek their views and concerns which can then be discussed at a 

meeting with DCC Officers.  Cllr Gloria Wills to keep Cllrs updated on this matter. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.15 Hardwick Hall Hotel New Premises Licence: 

  An email was received from Ms Yvonne Raine of DCC o 11th February 2021 informing 

the Town Council that the Licensing Authority had agreed that it was in the public 

interest to further extend the time limit for the hearing regarding Hardwick Hall Hotel’s 

new premises licence until no later than 31st July 2021.  The Clerk had shared with 

information electronically with all Cllrs.  The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on this matter. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.16 Parish Hall: 

  The Parish Hall remains closed due to the coronavirus restrictions.  The Clerk and 

Estates Working Group are continuously monitoring this matter and this matter will be 

discussed at the next Working Group meeting.  Communications are continuing with 

regular Parish Hall users to keep them updated on the latest situation.  The Estates 

Working Group to keep Cllrs updated on this matter. 



 

 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.17 Cowley House Community Benefit Offer: 

  The Clerk has written to Mr Turner accepting the Cowley House Community Benefit 

Office and request that he now prepares and submits to the Town Council, when 

possible, a formal Community Benefit Deed of Offer and associated documents for 

counter signing.  The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on this matter. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.18 Village Green / The Pickled Parson: 

  The Town Clerk issued the Town Council’s solicitor with instruction on 10th November 

2020 as agreed by the November 2020 P&R Committee meeting.  An update is now 

awaited from the Town Council’s solicitor.  The Clerk has issued a reminder to the 

Town Council’s solicitor regarding the importance of this matter.  The solicitor has 

confirmed that he is actioning this matter.  The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on this 

matter. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.19 Village Green / 33 Front Street: 

  The Town Clerk issued the Town Council’s solicitor with instruction on 10th November 

2020 as agreed by the November 2020 P&R Committee meeting.  The Town Council’s 

solicitor has confirmed that a letter has been sent to the owner of 33 Front Street 

regarding this matter. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information and to close this matter. 

 

 3.20 Village Green / 26 Front Street: 

  The Town Clerk issued the Town Council’s solicitor with instruction on 10th November 

2020 as agreed by the November 2020 P&R Committee meeting.  The Town Council’s 

solicitor has confirmed that he is in discussions with DCC’s solicitor in order to then 

send a letter to the property owner.  The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on this matter. 



 

 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.21 Village Green / Dun Cow: 

  The Clerk has requested from Mr Geoff Rayner a to scale detailed site plan for the 

village green area at the front of the Dun Cow.  Following receipt of that the Clerk to 

request the Town Council’s solicitor to prepare a draft licence based upon the terms 

proposed by Cllrs at the December 2020 P&R Committee meeting and seek advice 

regarding the matter of white line marking.  The Clerk has issued a reminder to Mr 

Geoff Rayner regarding the outstanding information now required.  The Clerk to keep 

Cllrs updated on this matter. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.22 Treeworks In Grounds Of Ceddesfeld Hall: 

  AW Treecare will inform the Clerk when they are able to schedule the agreed 

treeworks in the grounds of Ceddesfeld Hall.  The Clerk to keep the P&R Committee 

updated on this matter.   

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.23 Festive Celebrations: 

  A recommendation report for 2021 festive celebrations to be brought to the September 

2021 P&R Committee meeting regarding actual or virtual events depending upon 

restrictions at the time. 

 

A letter has been sent to the Rotary Club of Sedgefield asking if they would be willing 

to support this event in some way rather than providing the Town with a Christmas 

tree. A response is awaited.   

 

The live Christmas tree and introduction of LED lights to the St Edmund’s footpath and 

village green be promoted in the next edition of the Extra. 

 

The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on this matter. 

 



 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.24 Community Event: 

  The Clerk and Cllr Blakemore to keep monitoring the COVID restrictions/situation so 

that when appropriate contact be made with local community groups to see if they 

would be interested in working together to host a community event. 

 

A holding note has been sent to local community groups to flag that the Town Council 

is thinking ahead and will be ready to take a lead in co-ordinating activity when the 

time is right. 

 

The Clerk and Cllr Blakemore to keep the Council updated on this matter. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.25 King Chef Takeaway: 

  The Clerk has requested clarification from the Town Council’s solicitor regarding the 

remit (in terms of area) of the restrictive covenant on the village green.  A response is 

now awaited. 

 

The Clerk has written to the leaseholder of the King Chet, with a copy to the property’s 

owner, asking for the bins to be removed from the village green.  A response is now 

awaited. 

 

The Clerk has requested from the Town Council’s solicitor an update of their 

discussions with DCC’s solicitor and owner of 26 Front Street regarding the restrictive 

covenants and potential for easement.  Note the Clerk has requested this for the 

March 2021 P&R Committee meeting. 

 

The Clerk has made DCC’s Conservation Officer aware of the situation with the bins 

at both businesses operating from 26 Front Street and asked that he investigate and 

report back to the Town Council.  A response is now awaited. 

 

The Clerk has made DCC’s Environmental Health aware of the same situation and 

they have confirmed this matter has been passed to Neighbourhood Wardens to 

investigate and report back.  A response is now awaited. 



 

 

 

The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on this matter. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.26 Local Restrictions Support Grant: 

  The Clerk believes that funding made available nationally for polling stations is for 

DCC to make such facilities COVID secure rather than for Town/Parish Councils to 

apply for such money.  DCC are soon going to undertake a COVID risk assessment 

on the Parish Hall regarding its use on 6th May 2021. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information and to close this matter. 

 

 3.27 Section 106 Monies: 

  Following confirmation from Mr Stephen Reed of DCC, the Clerk has shared with Mrs 

Julia Bowles a copy of Mr Reed’s email of January 2021 regarding Section 106 

monies.  

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information and to close this matter. 

  

 3.28 Internal Audit 3 Year Work Plan: 

  The Clerk has informed Mr Fletcher of the Town Council’s approval of his 3 year 

internal audit work programme. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information and to close this matter. 

 

 3.29 Northumbria In Bloom 2021: 

  The Clerk has notified Ms Wood and Mr Sutherland of the Town Council’s acceptance 

to enter the 2021 Northumbria In Bloom competition. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information and to close this matter. 

 

 3.30 Britain In Bloom 2021: 



 

 

  The Clerk has notified Ms Wood and Mr Sutherland of the Town Council’s acceptance 

to enter the 2021 Britain In Bloom competition. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information and to close this matter. 

 

 3.31 Footpath – Malton Terrace: 

  The Clerk has requested from DCC the specification which they use for determining 

safe footpaths which can then be used as a marker for assessing Town Council 

owned footpaths. 

The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on this matter. 

 

Members of the Estates Working Group are now reviewing the state of all footpaths on 

village greens so that this matter can be collectively discussed at their March meeting 

to progress to seeking quotations. 

The Estates Working Group to keep Cllrs updated on this matter. 

 

The Clerk has updated Mr Jacobs and Ms Dows regarding this matter. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

4. Public Participation:  

 The Chairman, Cllr Mel Carr, closed the meeting for the public to give views and comments.  

No members of the public present wished to make any comments.  The Chairman re-opened 

the meeting.  

 

5. Reports: 

 5.1 Matters Of Information Update From Environment Committee and Community 

Development & Engagement Committee Report by Town Clerk: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Matters of Information Update 

From Environment Committee and Community Development & Engagement 

Committee Report.   

 

With regards to holes on the Church bank, Cllr Alf Walton reported that he and Cllr 

Stephen Winter had met on-site with a DCC Pest Control Officer on 4th March 2021 to 

consider this matter.  The DCC Officer reported that he had visited the site on 25 th 

March 2021 and filled in holes.  It was evident that the holes had not been disturbed 



 

 

during the meeting on 4th March 2021 so it had been agreed that DCC Pest Control 

would continue to check this area when in the Town and that Cllr Walton would 

continue to monitor.   

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive this information.  

 

 5.2 Reviewed Council Compliments, Comments and Complaints Policy 

Recommendation Report by Policy & Records Management Working Group: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Reviewed Council Compliments, 

Comments and Complaints Policy Report by the Policy & Records Management 

Working Group and issued electronically to all a copy of the reviewed Policy for 

consideration.  

 

RESOLVED: 

To re-adopt the revised Council Compliments, Comments and Complaints 

Policy with immediate effect.  

 

 5.3 Reviewed Code of Conduct Recommendation Report by Policy & Records 

Management Working Group: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated a Reviewed Code of Conduct 

Recommendation Report by the Policy & Records Management Working Group and 

issued electronically to all a copy of the reviewed Code for consideration. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To re-adopt the revised Code of Conduct with immediate effect.  

 

 5.4 Reviewed Mayor’s Handbook Recommendation Report by Policy & Records 

Management Working Group: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated a Reviewed Mayor’s Handbook 

Recommendation Report by the Policy & Records Management Working Group and 

issued electronically to all a copy of the Handbook for consideration.  

 

Cllr David Brown requested that final proofing of this Handbook take place to ensure 

that all roles referenced are gender neutral.  Cllrs agreed with the undertaking of this 

work that the Handbook be accepted.   

 

RESOLVED: 



 

 

To re-adopt the revised Mayor’s Handbook with immediate effect.   

 

 5.5 Reviewed Publication Scheme Recommendation Report by Policy & Records 

Management Working Group: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated a Reviewed Publication Scheme  

Recommendation Report by the Policy & Records Management Working Group and 

issued electronically to all a copy of the Scheme for consideration. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To re-adopt the revised Publication Scheme with immediate effect.    

 

 5.6 Reviewed Social Media Policy Recommendation Report by Policy & Records 

Management Working Group: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated a Reviewed Social Media Policy 

Recommendation Report by the Policy & Records Management Working Group and 

issued electronically to all a copy of the Policy for consideration. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To re-adopt the revised Social Media Policy with immediate effect.   

 

 5.7 Reviewed Councillor and Staff Working Protocol Recommendation Report by 

Policy & Records Management Working Group: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated a Reviewed Councillor and Staff Working 

Protocol Recommendation Report by the Policy & Records Management Working 

Group and issued electronically to all a copy of the Protocol for consideration. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To re-adopt the revised Councillor and Staff Working Protocol with immediate 

effect.   

 

 5.8 Reviewed Corporate Risk Management Schedule Recommendation Report by 

Policy & Records Management Working Group:  

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated Reviewed Corporate Risk Management 

Schedule Recommendation Report by Policy & Records Management Working Group 

and issued electronically to all a copy of the Schedule for consideration. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To re-adopt the revised Corporate Risk Management Schedule with immediate 

effect.   



 

 

 

 5.9 Reviewed Butterwick Road Cemetery, Sedgefield – Rules and Regulations 

Recommendation Report by Policy & Records Management Working Group 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated a Reviewed Butterwick Road Cemetery, 

Sedgefield – Rules and Regulations Recommendation Report by the Policy & Records 

Management Working Group and issued electronically a copy of the Rules and 

Regulations for consideration.   

 

RESOLVED: 

 

i) To re-adopt the revised Butterwick Road Cemetery, Sedgefield – Rules and 

Regulations with immediate effect. 

ii) The Clerk to issue letters to two families requesting that they seek 

retrospective permission for non-approved items on their respective 

graves.   

 

 5.10 Reviewed Butterwick and Winterton Allotments – Rules and Regulations 

Recommendation Report by Policy & Records Management Working Group: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated a Reviewed Butterwick and Winterton 

Allotments – Rules and Regulations Recommendation Report by the Policy & Records 

Management Working Group and issued electronically a copy of the Rules and 

Regulations for consideration. 

 

Cllr Alf Walton expressed his concerns about the use of slug pellets at the allotments 

but confirmed that the content of the Allotment – Rules and Regulations were 

appropriate and robust but a letter should be issued to allotment holders politely 

reminding them of the stipulations regarding the use of slug pellets.   

 

RESOLVED: 

To re-adopt the revised Butterwick and Winterton Allotments- Rules and 

Regulations with immediate effect.   

 

 5.11 Industrial Action Personnel Committee Guidance Recommendation Report by 

Personnel Committee: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated an Industrial Action Personnel Committee 

Guidance Recommendation Report by the Personnel Committee and issued 

electronically a copy of the Guidance for consideration.  

 

RESOLVED: 



 

 

To adopted the electronically issued “Industrial Action Personnel Committee 

Guidance” with immediate effect.   

 

Note:  Reports related to information exempt from the public are considered under agenda item 8.   

 

6. Financial Matters: 

 6.1 Invoices for payment by cheques for approval after 8th February 2021: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all details of cheques for approval 

after 8th February 2021 numbered 109905 to 109923.  Cllrs confirmed their support 

for the authorization of all cheques. 

 

Cllr Alf Walton queried the amounts for cheques 109907 and 109917 which relate to 

work in the new area of the cemetery.  The Clerk replied that these invoices were in 

accordance with the work agreed to be commissioned by the January 2021 P&R 

Committee as part of progressing the Council’s current planning application.  The 

Clerk explained the work that had been undertaken in relation to each piece of work 

and that evidence of this work in the form of outcome reports had been issued to all 

Cllrs prior to this meeting and would be considered under agenda item 8.1  Cllr David 

Brown said that the Town Council did not currently have the money to extend the 

cemetery so proposed that payment of these invoices be delayed.  The Clerk 

confirmed that whilst the Town Council did not have money for the actual work to 

expand the cemetery at this time it had within its 2020/21 budget the money 

allocated for both these particular pieces of work relating to cheques numbered 

109907 and 109917 and the P&R Committee had previously in January 2021 agreed 

to spend that money.  Cllrs Chris Lines, Mavis Wayman and Paul Heasman objected 

to Cllr Brown’s proposal as the work had been previously agreed, money allocated 

and therefore payment should be made now.   

 

RESOLVED: 

i) All cheques and invoices were approved for payment. 

ii) Cllrs Mel Carr and Allan Blakemore plus the Town Clerk to duly sign the 

cheques.  

 

 6.2 Financial Budget Comparison as at 22nd February 2021: 

   

RESOLVED: 

To receive the Financial Budget Comparison as at 22nd February 2021. 

 



 

 

 6.3 Debtors List as at 22nd February 2021 Report by Town Clerk: 

   

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information that the Town Council did not have any debtors as 

at 22nd February 2021. 

 

 6.4 Direct Debits and BACS List for 1st – 28th February 2021:  

  The Clerk circulated to all a Direct Debits and BACS List for 1st – 28th February 2021. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive Direct Debits and BACS List for 1st – 28th February 2021. 

 

 6.5 February 2021 Bank Reconciliations Plus January 2021 Public Sector Deposit 

Fund Reconciliation Report by Town Clerk:  

  The Clerk circulated to all February 2021 Bank Reconciliations Plus January 2021 

Public Sector Deposit Fund Reconciliation Report. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the February 2021 Bank Reconciliations and January 2021 Public 

Sector Deposit Fund Reconciliation. 

 

 6.6 Internal Audit Update Report by Town Clerk: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all an Internal Audit Update Report 

which detailed that Full Assurance had been achieved in all internal audit inspections 

which covered budgetary control, corporate governance arrangements, income 

collection and banking, main accounting and risk management arrangements.  Cllrs 

Mel Carr, Chris Lines and Allan Blakemore conveyed their thanks to the Clerk and 

staff for their sterling work in achieving these results.  

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive this information. 

 

 6.7 Year End 2020/21 Update Report by Town Clerk:  

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Year End 2020/21 Update report 

which detailed the programme for production of year end accounts as it is known at 

the moment.   

 

Cllr Allan Blakemore requested clarification regarding the dates for documentation to 



 

 

be submitted to the external auditors.  The Clerk replied that due to covid an 

extension had been given to all Councils allowing them to submit their 2019/20 year 

end accounts by 30th September.  Sedgefield Town Council had not required an 

extension and achieved the original submission date of 30th June 2020.  For 2020/21 

year end accounts, at this time, the external auditors have said submission must be 

no later than 30th June 2021.   

 

RESOLVED: 

i) To receive the information contained in the report. 

ii) A Special Town Council Meeting to be scheduled for 6.30pm on 26th April 

2021 to approve the Council’s 2020/21 year end accounts and associated 

documentation.   

 

7. Correspondence: 

 7.1 Proposed Precept Increase (letter from Mr Steve White, Acting Durham Police, 

Crime and Victims’ Commissioner dated 8th February 2021): 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a copy of a letter from Mr Steve 

White, Acting Durham Policy, Crime and Victims’ Commissioner dated 8th February 

2021 which was in response to the Town Council’s concerns regarding the PCVC’s 

proposed precept increase for 2021/22.   

 

Cllr Alf Walton reported that he had also written in his capacity as a private resident 

to object to the precept increase being sought by the PCVC.   

 

Cllr Paul Heasman highlighted the section of Mr White’s letter which stated “While 

business continuity plans were previously in place to be able to respond to 

unforeseen situations, the scenario of an ongoing public health pandemic was not 

one anticipated by any public sector organization, thus provision was not previously 

made for it …”.  Cllr Heasman said this was not an acceptable excuse for the precept 

rise being sought as the risk of a pandemic had been identified in the UK’s National 

Risk Register as being high risk for many years therefore it was not an unknown or 

unexpected event.   

 

RESOLVED: 

To note the content of Mr White’s letter but the Town Council’s earlier 

submitted objections to this proposed precept increase to still stand and the 

Town Council to monitor any future precept increases requested by the PCVC.   

 



 

 

 7.2 A Rural/Market Town Group Spanning England.  Arguing In The Rural Interest 

– Sedgefield Town Council (email from Mr David Inman, Rural Services 

Network dated 16th February 2021): 

   Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all an email from Mr David Inman of 

the Rural Services Network in which he extended an invitation for Sedgefield Town 

Council to join his organization with the offer of an initial free trial membership 

enabling the Town Council to then see the opportunities that membership could 

provide.   

 

Cllr Chris Lines urged the Town Council to take up this offer of a free trial and noted 

that several other Town Councils in the area, including Shildon and Hetton, are 

already part of this Network.  Cllr Allan Blakemore supported the proposal by Cllr 

Lines and said that the Town Council should identify a lead person for being the 

Network’s representative.  Cllr Blakemore confirmed that he would be happy to take 

on such a role.  Cllr Heasman supported proposals by Cllrs Lines and Blakemore.   

 

RESOLVED: 

i) The Town Council to accept the free trial membership offer provided by 

the Rural Services Network. 

ii) Cllr Allan Blakemore to represent the Town Council on this Group.   

iii) The Clerk to liaise with Shildon Town Council to get an insight into their 

experiences with the Network.   

 

 7.3 Hardwick Arms Hotel – Archway Renovation (emails from Mr Andy Popple, 

Managing Director dated 22nd and 24th February 2021): 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all two emails from Mr Andy Popple of 

the Hardwick Arms Hotel in which he detailed refurbishment work that he would like 

to undertake to the roof and archway walls at his property prior to the anticipated re-

opening of the property to the public.  The work being proposed would necessitate 

his application for a temporary closure of the path if required.   

 

Cllrs expressed their thanks to Mr Popple for making the Town Council aware of this 

matter as it is near to an area of village green.  Cllrs wished Mr Popple well with this 

refurbishment work.  His reference to the potential temporary closure/diversion of the 

right of way was a matter for DCC and the Clerk was asked to refer Mr Popple to Mr 

Steven Gallow of DCC and to send him the Town Council’s best wishes for his work.   

 

The Town Council did not have any objections to the work being proposed by Mr 



 

 

Popple.   

 

RESOLVED: 

The Clerk to update Mr Andy Popple in accordance with the Town Council’s 

wishes and refer him to Mr Steven Galloway at DCC.   

 

 7.4 The Impeccable Pig – Unauthorised Skip On Designated Village Green (email 

from Mr John Adamson dated 22nd February 2021): 

   Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all an email from Mr John Adamson 

dated 22nd February 2021 regarding the unauthorized skip on village green at the 

front of The Impeccable Pig in which he apologized for being unaware that Town 

Council permission was required and offered to pay for a licence for the 8 weeks in 

such would be needed for refurbishment work. 

 

Cllr Alf Walton said the Town Council was quick to send letters about skips relating to 

properties being refurbished but not in relation to bins.  Cllr Mark Cant asked if it was 

possible for the skip to be placed in the premise’s car park but Cllrs highlighted that 

this would be some considerable distance away from the actual work being 

undertaken.   

 

Cllr Stephen Winter said this work was to improve a village facility and proposed that 

permission for the skip to be located on the village green for the 8 week duration be 

granted without a licence being necessary.  Cllrs Ann Carr and Julie Towler agreed.  

Cllr Leo McCormack said that as it was unlikely any facilities would be opened in 

Sedgefield during that time period it was a good time for such work to be undertaken 

and should be supported.  Cllr Walton said the skip was only taking up one car park 

space.  Cllr Mavis Wayman gave her support.  Cllr Chris Lines also supported and 

said it was important to see the Town’s economy return to being vibrant.   

 

RESOLVED: 

The Clerk to inform Mr John Adamson that he has permission from the Town 

Council for a skip to be in place outside The Impeccable Pig on village green 

for 8 weeks from 22nd February 2021.   

 

   

The Chair, Cllr Mel Carr, explained that due to the confidential nature of the following items these 

would be discussed under Exempt Information and had any members of the public and/or press  

been present they would have been asked to leave the meeting at this point (Section 1 Sub-Section  



 

 

(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960). 

 

8. Consideration of Reports Exempt from Public: 

 8.1 Butterwick Road Cemetery Expansion Update Report by Butterwick Road 

Cemetery Working Group: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Butterwick Road Cemetery 

Expansion Update Report by the Butterwick Road Cemetery Working Group which was 

duly considered.   

 

 8.2 Projects & Media Co-ordinator Maternity Cover Update Report by Personnel 

Committee: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Projects & Media Co-ordinator 

Maternity Cover Update Report by the Personnel Committee which was duly 

considered.   

 

 8.3 Town Council Insurance Renewal Recommendation by Finance Working 

Group: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Town Council Insurance 

Renewal Recommendation Report by the Finance Working Group which was 

accepted by the Committee.  

 

   

The Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.25pm.   

 



 

 

 

 SEDGEFIELD TOWN COUNCIL  

 Minutes of the proceedings of the MARCH 

SPECIAL Meeting of the Council held at 6.30 p.m. 

Via Microsoft Teams on Monday 22nd March 2021. 

 

Present Cllr. Mel Carr (Chairman) 

Cllr. Gloria Wills (Vice Chairman) and 

Cllrs. Allan Blakemore, David Brown, Mark Cant, Vanessa Carmichael, 

Ann Carr, Paul Heasman, Chris Lines, Leo McCormack, Julie Towler, 

Alfred Walton, Mavis Wayman and Stephen Winter 

Officers Dr Jane Ayre (Town Clerk and Meeting Moderator)  

 

 
1. Apologies: 

 None.  

 

 

The Chair, Cllr Mel Carr, welcomed everyone to the Special Meeting.  With sadness the Chair 

announced the recent passing of former long-standing Town Councillor, Mrs Maxine Robinson, and 

wife of County Cllr John Robinson.  The Chair, on behalf of the Town Council, sent condolences to 

John and his family.  A minutes silence in memory of Mrs Robinson took place.   

 

2. Declaration of interest: 

 Cllr Chris Lines declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 4 as a member of 

Sedgefield Harriers.  Cllr Paul Heasman declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 4 

as a family member is a Sedgefield Harrier.  Cllr Mel Carr declared a non-pecuniary interest 

in agenda item 4 as a being a member of the EDRC AAP Board as a member of the public.  

No other declarations of interest were made.   

 

3. Public Participation: 

 The Chairman, Cllr Mel Carr, closed the meeting for the public to give views and comments. 

 

Mrs Julia Bowles expressed her condolences regarding Mrs Maxine Robinson and 

acknowledged all the work she had done for the Town Council over many years and well as 

being instrumental in the setting up and work of the Residents Forum.  Mrs Bowles 

requested the Town Council, when considering the Section 106 Funding Application, give 



 

 

consideration to the length of time she has been asking for information regarding such funds 

to be shared across the community as many residents and groups were unaware of such 

funding and how to apply for it.  Mrs Bowles said that DCC had chosen which groups it 

wished to speak to and work with regarding  sporting projects and had excluded many 

smaller groups which would also benefit from additional funding.  Mrs Bowles said that she 

felt DCC were “jumping on the bandwagon” to spend the Town’s Section 106 money on their 

[DCC’s] “vanity projects”.  Mrs Bowles said that she supported the Sedgefield Harriers 

getting a running track and that should have been located at Sedgefield Community College, 

however, it was clear to her that DCC had not been interested in that proposal but instead 

now want to spend a huge amount of the Town’s Section 106 funding on a track that is to 

benefit a huge area far bigger than just Sedgefield with the result that smaller groups miss 

out on funding that would assist them to also progress.   

 

Mr Ean Parsons said he had spoken to the Town Council many times over recent years 

providing regular updates about the progression of the Sedgefield Harriers track project.  Mr 

Parsons thanked the Town Council for their support over the years in relation to the project 

and gave particular reference to the allocation of £40,000 of Terrace Hill money which he 

said has now been put to good use progressing the project’s planning application as 

expenditure is being incurred.  Mr Parsons said that in relation to the issue of other sports 

groups, Sedgefield Harriers wanted all of the Town’s other sporting groups to have full 

facilities.  He pointed out that Sedgefield Harriers were the biggest group in the Town and 

were the only one without its own facilities.  Mr Parsons informed the Town Council that the 

Harriers had received very positive feedback from a recent public consultation regarding 

their project.  Mr Parsons said when he arrived in Sedgefield over 30 years ago there had 

been a clear lack of sporting facilities in the Town.  He felt the creation of a track would 

address this and also provide youth provision.  Mr Parsons referred to the Business Plan 

related to this project and pointed out that he had been part of the Steering Group who had 

produced this document.  He explained that the best information available had been used to 

develop this but did point out it was a work in progress and some information was awaited 

from DCC regarding financial figures therefore the Plan was as accurate as possible at this 

time.  Mr Parsons concluded by pointing out the track in included in the Town’s 

neighbourhood plan, The Sedgefield Plan. 

 

Mr Tim Dredge said he used to be a volunteer coach with Sedgefield Harriers and well as 

his children being involved.  However, some athletics are difficult to progress beyond a 

certain point unless there are certain resources and as a result of this many young people 

had needed to leave Sedgefield Harreirs to go elsewhere to progress and find suitable track 

and field facilities.  Mr Dredge said that Sedgefield Harriers had developed a long way since 



 

 

it was group was established but it still had huge untapped potential.  He highlighted the 

Group had lots of volunteers and also created additional supplementary opportunities for 

those citing the example of experience towards the Duke of Edinburgh Award.  He said that 

lots of people from the wider area, aged from 8 years old to adults, would benefit from the 

new track.  Mr Dredge urged the Town Council to support Sedgefield Harriers and their 

EDCAT proposal as he felt this was huge force for good in the Town and surrounding area 

which would provide a beacon facility.   

 

The Chair thanked members of the public for their comments and re-opened the meeting.   

 

4. Consideration of Section 106 Funding Application of Sedgefield Harriers – East 

Durham Community Athletics Track (EDCAT): 

 Cllr Mel Carr reminded all that this meeting had been called as a result of DCC’s request 

that the Town Council give consideration to the Section 106 funding application of 

Sedgefield Harriers and submit comments within 21 days of receipt.  Cllr Mel Carr reminded 

all that the purpose of Section 106 funding was to mitigate the impact of development in an 

area.  The monies now being considered related to Section 106 agreements going back to 

2017 covering a range of sites.  From those sites £2million will be received in Section 106 

funding paid to DCC at differing points in the development’s progress with very specific 

purposes for spending including education, sport, community, parks, allotments and street 

lighting etc.  To date £800,000 has already been spent on Sedgefield Community College 

and street lighting from Sedgefield to Fishburn.  When large scale development took place 

at Eden Drive specific agreements were put in place with both Story Homes and Taylor 

Wimpey with clear specifications for when payments were to be made and to the way in 

which such monies could be spend.  From these a total of £288,867 will be made for 

sporting contributions (made up of £190,000 already with DCC and the remaining monies 

due to be paid in July 2021).  In addition a total of £240,000 will be made for community 

contributions (made up of £158,000 already with DCC and the remaining monies due to be 

paid in July 2021).  Cllr Mel Carr said this meant that at February 2021 DCC had £349,006 

of Section 106 monies relating to the large scale development at Eden Drive in their coffers 

with a further £180,000 expected in July 2021 making a grand total of £529,588.  Cllr Mel 

Carr highlighted that additional Section 106 monies were expected from two further 

development sites in the Town at some point in the future generating an additional 

£300,000.  He also highlighted that DCC are allocating via AAPs £300,000 for town and 

village improvements.  Cllr Mel Carr reminded all that in relation to the community 

contribution monies relating to the Eden Drive development that the Town Council had 

submitted a funding application to DCC on 10th February 2021 seeking £200,000 towards 

the expansion of Butterwick Road Cemetery.  Cllr Mel Carr concluded by stating that the 



 

 

purpose of the Special Town Council meeting was to consider the EDCAT application from 

Sedgefield Harriers and reminded all that the Town Council had previously released 

£40,000 of Terrace Hill funding which it had been holding on behalf of the Harriers until such 

a time that their project was at an advanced stage to use such monies.   

 

Cllr Gloria Wills said the Town Council had always supported the Harriers and their track 

project.  She said that the Town Council was now in a difficult situation as it had a duty to  

the Town and its residents to ensure that Section 106 funds were allocated by DCC in 

accordance with the very clear deeds assigned to such funds and Section 106 Agreements, 

i.e. that monies must be spent on what had been agreed within those legal documents.  

Copies of the Section 106 Agreements and Deeds relating to the large scale development of 

Eden Drive had been shared at the time of the planning inquiry relating to the planning 

applications submitted by Story Homes and Taylor Wimpey.  Section 106 monies were to be 

put into two very clear “pots”, one for sporting contributions and one for community 

contributions.  Cllr Wills said that whilst she had no problem whatsoever with the track she 

wanted assurance that DCC were spending the Town’s Section 106 monies correctly in 

accordance with the legal requirements.  Community contributions could not be spent on 

sporting contributions and vice versa unless clear legal evidence could be provided.  Cllr 

Wills was concerned that many community groups in the Town were unaware of what 

Section 106 monies was available and how to access from it.  The purpose of community 

contributions was for the community to benefit.  Cllr Wills said the Town Council could not 

agree to money being taken out of the Town without community consultation.  She reminded 

everyone that the Town Council had asked DCC for a copy of the Deed of Variation 

providing that all parties including developers agree to such monies being used in a different 

way to that originally intended.  Cllr Wills said that she was happy for the Harriers to apply 

for the sporting contributions and that being used instead but reiterated that community 

contributions must go to the Town.   

 

Cllr Paul Heasman said that he was a fan of Sedgefield Harriers and recognized that the 

organization did a lot of good for the Town from both a sport and community aspect.  Cllr 

Heasman referred Cllrs to page 6 of the Business Plan relating to this project and 

highlighted some concerns regarding certain costings.  Cllr Mel Carr said the Town Council 

was not in a position to answer such specific questions.   

 

Cllr Alf Walton felt that everyone had been in favour of the Harrier’s desire to have a running 

track but felt that DCC had commandeered this project to make it into something far bigger 

than it needed to be.  He expressed concerns that ultimately DCC would own the track yet 

the Harriers would have to pay rent and maintenance costs all to the ultimate benefit of 



 

 

DCC.  As a result of this Cllr Walton was worried that other groups would miss out of 

potential funding. 

 

Cllr David Brown said the Town Council were supportive of the Harriers and did not want to 

see any challenges regarding differing pots of money leading to the project stalling.  Cllr 

Brown said the Business Plan gave a detailed history to the Harriers and their development 

but he did express concerns regarding the incorrect boundary information shown in the table 

displayed on page 23.  Cllr Brown proposed that the Town Council support the application 

form now being considered. 

 

Cllr Leo McCormack expressed his support for Sedgefield Harriers but was concerned that 

DCC were going to use the community contributions of Section 106 monies to fund this 

rather than the sporting contributions.  Cllr McCormack said that the Section 106 monies 

available now would probably be the last that the Town would receive for some considerable 

time as no further developments were planned.  He also noted that the proposed facility was 

to support all East Durham and questioned why those other areas that would benefit from 

this facility were not being asked to contribute towards the costs?   

 

Cllr Mavis Wayman said that it was without doubt that the Town Council supported the 

Harriers.  Cllr Wayman said she agreed with fellow Cllrs that money has to be given to other 

groups as well and that the process to allocate needs to be fair.  She said that she was 

concerned many people did not know about Section 106 funding so felt there was an 

educational element required.  Cllr Wayman said that she would like to continue to support 

the Harriers and to see that Section 106 monies were also made available to other 

appropriate projects.  Cllr Wayman asked if there was a way in which the Harriers would 

charge people from outside the area to use the track and could this be a potential income.  

Cllr Mel Carr said that it was his understanding that such a charge would be levied.   

 

Cllr Chris Lines requested to make a couple of information points.  Firstly, the Business Plan 

is a work in progress but it is the intention that people using the track from outside the area 

would pay to use it.  Secondly, with regards to accessing sporting contributions of Section 

106 monies, other sporting groups do have access to this money and several (including the 

Cricket Club, Squash Club and Football Club) received offer letters from DCC at the same 

time when the Harriers received their offer letter of Section 106 monies. 

 

Cllr Gloria Wills commented that no consultations had taken place between DCC and 

Fishburn Parish Council to seek their views regarding this matter and that they might have 

potential projects which were reliant upon obtaining some Section 106 funds as such 



 

 

monies had to spent across Electoral Wards.  Cllr Wills reminded fellow Cllrs that the Town 

Council has submitted its own Section 106 funding application seeking community 

contribution money towards the expansion of Butterwick Road cemetery, work that is 

required to mitigate the impact of the development in the Town and the future increase in 

demand for burial space.  Cllr Wills reiterated that she supported the Harriers and their 

project but not to the point of breaking the law with community contributions being used 

rather than sporting contributions.  She felt strongly that Section 106 community 

contributions must benefit the community and that the local community had to decide how 

such monies were allocated.   

 

Cllr Paul Heasman said that whilst new to this matter, he asked if the Section 106 monies 

had been around for some time and questioned if this was the only funding application to 

consider then did this reflect it was the only bid for that money?  Cllr Mel Carr explained that 

developers enter into a legal agreement with the local planning authority to determine how 

Section 106 monies will be spent and when payments will be made by the developer to the 

local planning authority.  Such agreements are legally binding and monies must only be 

used/allocated in accordance and cannot be moved at will.  For example, before any 

development took place at Eden Drive £500,000 had to be paid to DCC towards Sedgefield 

Community College.  Cllr Mel Carr said the concern was that money should not be taken 

from one “pot” to supplement another without proper legal practice in place.  He also said 

that DCC have had a history of retaining Section 106 followed by a lack of clarity as to why it 

has ultimately been spent in the way it had.  Cllr Heasman thanked Cllr Mel Carr for this 

background and noted that at some point such monies did need to be spent and said that if 

no other organisations had bidded for such monies at this time what could the Town Council 

do to help the Harriers to streamline their application so that it helped to tick both community 

and sports “boxes”?   

 

Cllr Mel Carr reminded all that the Town Council was being asked if it supported the 

application now being considered.  He asked all Cllrs for their comments in order to reach a 

resolution.   

 

Cllr Mark Cant said that he supported the application but the issue of where DCC got the 

money from was up to them as ultimately the Town Council had no say in allocation Section 

106 monies.  Cllr Mark Cant said he did not like how DCC determined such allocations but 

there was nothing the Town Council could do to influence. 

 

Cllr Alf Walton said that he supported the Harriers but did not want them to have all Section 

106 monies as other groups and causes also needed to benefit.  He reiterated his earlier 



 

 

concerns that DCC were choosing their own projects to fund from Section 106 monies when 

it was Sedgefield which had taken the full impact from the large scale development.  Cllr 

Walton did not agree with all the money going to the Harriers and said that DCC were out of 

order in their reallocating of Section 106 contributions and felt that the Town Council should 

go down a legal route.   

 

Cllr Gloria Wills reminded all of the Town Council’s project to extend the Town’s cemetery 

which is running out of capacity and requires considerable financial input to progress hence 

the Council’s own Section 106 funding application relating to community contributions 

money.  Cllr Wills said she supported the Harriers but questioned why DCC should tell the 

Town how they intended to spend such monies and challenged why they were not abiding 

by the Deed and legal agreements associated with these contributions.  She again asked 

where DCC’s evidence was for supporting the action they were taking.  Cllr Wills said that 

there were other future funding pots that would become available which the Harriers could 

also access (relating to open space and play & recreation) which would not be available to 

other community groups.  Cllr Wills said it was important that the Town Council stood up to 

DCC to ensure the views of the community were considered.  Cllr Chris Lines said that for a 

point of clarification it was not the Harriers intention, as per the Business Plan, to seek any 

further Section 106 monies in the future.   

 

Cllr Leo McCormack noted the amount of money being requested by the Harriers for their 

project and asked if this could be reduced so that some of the money then went to the 

community?  

 

Cllr Ann Carr said that she supported the Harriers project but not for them to receive all the 

available Section 106 monies as the needs of other community groups should be 

considered.  Cllr Chris Lines replied that the figure being sought by the Harriers in their 

application is the amount which had provisionally been offered by DCC in their original offer 

letter.  Cllr Gloria Wills said that DCC were dictating to the Town rather than doing what was 

best for the Town.  Cllr Wills said that money given as community contribution should be for 

the benefit of the community and community groups should have first chance to use that 

money.  Cllr Wills said that this matter was the fault of DCC and not the Harriers.  Cllr Lines 

said the Harriers were not being greedy in their request but that they had been guided by 

DCC regarding costs.  Indeed, Cllr Lines said the Harriers were keen to see lots of sports 

activities in the Town.  When DCC gave a presentation regarding Section 106 monies some 

time ago at an EDRC AAP event they [DCC] talked about the sports contributions and it wa 

the Harriers understanding that it was sporting contribution Section 106 monies which they 

would be receiving.   



 

 

 

Cllr Gloria Wills said that Mr Stephen Reed from DCC had informed the Town Council 

recently that there was no community contribution Section 106 monies available as these 

were instead being used as sporting contributions.  Cllr Lines said that this re-routing of 

contributions had only bee found out as a Council in February 2021.  Cllr Mel Carr said he 

thought the Harriers had been misled as a result of DCC not being open and transparent.   

 

For clarification the Clerk reported that Town Council had submitted to Mr Stephen Reed of 

DCC and both local County Cllrs a Section 106 funding application relating to the expansion 

of Butterwick Road Cemetery on 10th February 2021.  Following that a meeting had taken 

place on 18th February 2021 attended by members of the Council’s Butterwick Road 

Cemetery Working Group, Mr Stephen Reed, Ms Sue Lewis and Ms Jill Dudley all of DCC 

plus County Cllr David Brown.  It was at this meeting that it was reported by Mr Reed that 

DCC had made the decision to use community contribution Section 106 monies to forward 

fund sports projects in the absence of sporting contribution Section 106 monies having been 

received from developers.  On 3rd March 2021 the Clerk had contacted Mr Reed to request: 

• He share with the Town Council a copy of the Deed of Variation for changing the 

Section 106 Agreement whereby community contribution was used to forward fund 

sports projects?  The Town Council understand that such a Deed of Variation should 

detail these changes which would have needed to be agreed between all parties, 

including those who pay the Section 106 contributions. 

• Clarification as to the membership of the “REG MT” and the name of the Interim 

Director references in Section 106 Working Group documentation at which the decision 

to forward fund sports contributions was made. 

• He tell us who confirmed that the approach taken with using community contributions to 

forward fund sports was legally acceptable and is it possible for the Town Council to 

have sight of the legal statement setting out this advice in the context of the Section 

106 Agreement. 

• He provide details of the delegation(s) permitting members of the Section 106 Working 

Group to make decisions in this way. 

The Clerk reported that Mr Reed had responded on 3rd March stating he would reply in the 

near future once he had liaise with a colleague.  On 15th March 2021 the Clerk had 

contacted Mr Reed to request a date by which a response would be received.  As yet no 

date or information has been provided.   

 

Cllr Mel Car said from the discussions at this meeting he believed that everyone was 

supportive of the Harriers application but wanted assurance that the Section 106 monies 

allocated was from the correct contribution pot.   



 

 

 

Cllr Allan Blakemore noted the amount of money now being sought in the funding 

application being considered.  He reiterated that Mr Stephen Reed had only informed the 

Town Council in early February 2021 that DCC had agreed to front fund the sports 

applications with community contributions from Section 106 monies.  It was therefore 

assumed that when future sporting contributions were received that these would then be 

converted back to community contributions.  Cllr Blakemore said that it was important to 

ensure that such a future conversion arrangement was in place.  If money to be spent on 

sport them this would benefit the community.  Cllr Blakemore said that he did support the 

Harriers and their application and felt that people would come in from around the area to use 

such a facility.  He felt, providing the necessary legal conversion arrangements were in 

place, that this short term pain would be for a long term gain.  Cllr Blakemore said that this 

was the last opportunity for the Harriers to get their track and he supported this application 

providing DCC had evidence to show they were acting legally. 

 

Cllr Vanessa Carmichael said that she supported the Harriers but wanted to see evidence 

that DCC’s actions were legal and money was being spent correctly.  Other projects such as 

the expansion of the cemetery were important and it was essential that the Town benefitted 

as much as possible from Section 106 monies. 

 

Cllr Leo McCormack said he was suspicious of DCC’s actions and wanted to know why they 

were trying to push this application forward with full funding so quickly? 

 

Cllr Julie Towler said that she supported the Harriers and their application but needed to 

ensure that DCC were doing this reallocation of Section 106 contributions legally. 

 

Cllr Gloria Wills said it was essential the Town Council continue to lobby to see the signed 

legal Deed of Variation as without that there was no commitment from DCC to put Section 

106 monies back into the community contributions pot in the future.   

 

Cllr Stephen Winter said he supported the Harriers and their funding application.  He 

believed the Harriers were a fantastic resource for the Town and surrounding area.  

However, Cllr Winter agreed that reallocation of community contributions to sports 

contributions to fund this application had to be legal and that there would be reassurance 

that future sporting contributions would be reallocated to the community.   

 

RESOLVED: 

Sedgefield Town Council will support the Section 106 Funding Application of 



 

 

Sedgefield Harriers East Durham Community Athletics Track (EDCAT) upon 

production by Durham County Council of a Deed of Variation duly signed by all 

parties with reference to the Section 106 Agreement dated 16th August 2016 showing 

that the decision made by Durham County Council to forward fund sports projects 

with Section 106 Community contributions is legal, and evidence can also be shown 

to prove that arrangements are in place for future re-conversion of sports 

contributions to community contributions in relation to this particular Section 106 

Legal Agreement. 

 

5. Speed Limit Order 2021 (email and accompanying attachments from Ms Sharon 

Renwick, DCC dated 17th March 2021): 

 Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a proposed Speed Limit Order from Ms 

Sharon Renwick of DCC dated 17th March 2021 which proposed the introduction of a 20mph 

speed limit on 1. Hamminkeln Place from a point 12m east of its junction with Salters Lane 

in an easterly direction for its entire length.  Cllrs had been asked to forward their views on 

this proposal prior to the meeting.  The Clerk reported that no objections had been received 

regarding this proposal and indeed the majority of Cllrs had expressed the view that they 

hoped this would be the start of further 20mph zones being introduced in the Town.   

 

RESOLVED: 

The Clerk to inform Ms Renwick that Sedgefield Town Council supports this proposal 

and hopes that further 20mph zones can be introduced in the Town. 

 

  

The Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 7.42pm.   

 
 


