
 

 

 

MINUTES 

 
 The meeting commenced with a minute’s silence to mark the passing of former Town 

Councillor and Mayor of Sedgefield, Leo McCormack.   
 

1. Apologies: 

 Cllrs Allan Blakemore, Ann Carr and Myles Mantripp.   

 

2. Declaration of interest: 

 None.   

 

3. STC Minutes / Committee Reports: 

 a. Notes of Butterwick Road Cemetery Working Group held Thursday 4th 

September 2025: 

  These were confirmed as a correct record.   ( JF / JA ) 

 b. Notes of Fireworks Working Group meeting held Friday 5th September 2025: 

  These were confirmed as a correct record.  (  DJ / M Carr ) 

 c. Minutes of the Monthly meeting held Monday 8th September 2025: 

  These were confirmed as a correct record.  (  JH / M Cant ) 

 d. Minutes of the P&R committee held Monday 8th September 2025: 

  These were confirmed as a correct record.  ( JH / M Cant ) 

 e. Minutes of the Environment committee held Monday 8th September 2025: 

  These were confirmed as a correct record.  ( M Cant / DJ ) 

 

SEDGEFIELD TOWN COUNCIL  

 Minutes of the proceedings of the  

OCTOBER MONTHLY MEETING  

of the Council held at 7pm on  

Monday 13th October 2025 

in 

Sedgefield Parish Hall 

 

Present Cllr. Mel Carr (Chairman) and 

Cllrs. Ciaran Butterworth, Mark Cant, Helen Cunningham, Kelly Dickerson, John 

Finlayson, Jenny Haworth, Peter Hinde, Dave Jasper, Tony Stubbs, Julie Towler 

and Mavis Wayman  

Officers Dr Jane Ayre (Town Clerk) 



 

 

 

 

 f. Minutes of Community Development & Engagement committee held Monday 8th 

September 2025: 

  These were confirmed as a correct record.  (  MW / HC ) 

 g. Minutes of Personnel Committee meeting held Monday 15th September 2025: 

  These were confirmed as a correct record.  (   MW / JF ) 

 h. Minutes of the Finance Working Group meeting held Thursday 25th September 

2025: 

  These were confirmed as a correct record.  (  DJ / JF ) 

 i. Notes of Estates Working Group held Monday 29th September 2025: 

  These were confirmed as a correct record.  (  JF / MW ) 

  RESOLVED: To accept all of the minutes as above and recommendations 

contained therein. 

 

4. Matters of Information: 

 4.1 The Sedgefield Plan: 

  To not review The Sedgefield Plan at this time but to do so when there are any 

significant changes to the NPPF, and/or the County Durham Plan, which would 

impact upon Sedgefield or to consider this matter again at some point in 2025/26 if 

there have not been any changes at national or principal authority level, i.e. to ensure 

a watching brief is kept over the Town’s neighbourhood plan.  The Clerk has 

contacted Mr Stuart Carter of DCC to make him aware of this matter.  Mr Carter has 

confirmed receipt and will be issuing a note to existing neighbourhood plan groups to 

advise on the review of the County Durham Plan and implications upon 

neighbourhood plans.  To review in 2025/26 although this may move into 2026/27 

depending upon national and County level timeframes. The Clerk to keep Cllrs 

updated on this matter.   

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 4.2 Public Participation: 

  DCC’s Conservation Officer continues to investigate the bins at the Black Lion and 

the clothes bin located outside the Premier Convenience Store.  This is a matter for 

DCC Conservation Officer. 

 

RESOLVED: 



 

 

To receive the information and to close this matter. 

 

 4.3 Anaerobic Digester Planning Hearing: 

  A determination is now awaited from the Planning Inspectorate following a hearing on 

27th August 2025.  The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on this matter. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 4.4 Planning application DM25/01625/FPA: 

  A presentation by Dr Milton has been organized and is to be considered under 

agenda item 11.  This presentation has been promoted locally. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information and close this matter. 

 

 4.5 Current Planning Applications: 

  Comments on planning applications 1-2 were submitted to DCC Planners.  No 

comments were received in relation to planning application DM/25/02374/FPA 

(Embleton Old Hall) which was circulated to Cllrs on 9th September 2025. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information and to close this matter. 

 

5. Dates of Meetings: 

 Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated details of all meetings in September 2025 plus 

events until December 2025.  The Clerk reported the Mayor has now organised a fund 

raising Band Night in Sedgefield Parish Hall on 7th February 2026.   

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

6. Public Participation: 

 The Chairman, Cllr Mel Carr closed the meeting to allow the public to give their views and 

comments.  

 

County Cllr Chris Lines said a decision was still awaited in relation to the proposed anaerobic 

digester.  Typically, such decisions are made within 2 months of a hearing so we could hear 



 

 

an outcome very soon.  County Cllr Lines confirmed that neither Bishop Middleham Parish 

Council nor the Craggs family have had any update as yet.  County Cllr Lines concluded by 

saying that the outcome of the call-ins following the DCC Cabinet decisions on 17th 

September 2025 was for no further actions.   

 

County Cllr Ian Catchpole said that he has submitted his letter of objection in relation to the 

planning application for land to the East of Beacon Lane.  He reported the Environment 

Agency have stated the ditch referenced in this planning application is actually a main river 

and this fundamentally changes lots of the application’s requirements including the need for 

flood risk assessment work.  County Cllr Catchpole said this was a strong ground upon which 

to object to this application.   

 

The Chairman thanked the public for their comments and re-opened the meeting.   

 

7. Internal Reports: 

 7.1 Chairman’s Report: 
  The Chairman verbally reported that since the last Monthly Meeting he had attended 

two meetings of the Sedgefield Development Trust.    

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 7.2 Mayor’s Report: 
  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Mayor’s Report which detailed 

the actions he had undertaken since the last Monthly Meeting.   

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 7.3 Update on Planning Application DM/25/01625/FPA Land to East of Beacon 

Avenue, Sedgefield Report by Town Clerk: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all an Update on Planning Application 

DM/25/01625/FPA Land to East of Beacon Avenue, Sedgefield Report.  This report 

detailed the work that had been undertaken in relation to objecting to this application 

since the last Monthly Meeting.  The Clerk confirmed that earlier that day the Town 

Council’s second, more detailed letter of objection prepared on our behalf by Jo-Anne 

Garrick Ltd had been finalized and submitted to DCC’s Planning Portal.  Copies of the 

finalized letter were circulated to Cllrs for their information.  Accompanying this letter, 



 

 

as referenced within the body of the comprehensive letter, was a detailed appendix 

detailing the full list of 115 bird species recorded at Butterwick and surrounds.  Cllr 

Jenny Haworth expressed her thanks to Dr Fred Milton and Dr Brian Clasper for all 

their help in providing such detailed information.   

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive this information.  

 

8. External Reports: 

 8.1 Report From Durham County Councillor Chris Lines, Sedgefield Division: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a report from Durham County 

Councillor Chris Lines.   

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive this information.  

 

 8.2 Report from Durham County Councillor Ian Catchpole, Sedgefield Division:  

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a report from Durham County 

Councillor Ian Catchpole.  

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive this information.  

 

9. Correspondence: 

 None. 

   

10. Current Planning Applications: 

 A schedule of the current planning applications had been circulated prior to the meeting.  

Each application was then considered, and the following comments were made (Note:  

number refers to the number on the circulated list): 

 10.1 DM/25/02400/FPA – two storey side extension, single storey rear extension, 

associated alterations including replacement windows, removal of cement 

render and addition of solar panels to rear, Hillside House, Mordon: 

  Cllrs did not have any objection to this application. 

 10.2. DM/25/02419/FPA – demolition and replacement of single-storey front extension, 

3 Melgrove Way, Sedgefield: 

  Cllrs did not have any objection to this application.   

 10.3. DM/25/02441/FPA – change of use of agricultural storage building to private 



 

 

kennels for personal use, South Hallgate, Aycliffe Lane, Mordon: 

  Cllrs agreed they require more information in relation to this planning application. Cllrs 

are concerned about the noise from this facility and would like to know if there has 

been a noise assessment and are there any plans for this site being used 

commercially in the future.   

 10.4. DM/25/02599/FPA – erection of two air source heat pumps, Elstob Hall Farm, 

Great Stainton: 

  Cllrs did not have any objection to this application. 

 10.5. DM/25/02641/FPA – alteration of existing buildings, together with new build 

elements, in order to refurbish and extend existing accommodation for dog 

kennelling for charitable uses, Mahon House, Garmondsway: 

  Cllrs agreed they require more information in relation to this planning application. Cllrs 

are concerned about the noise from this facility and would like to know if there has 

been a noise assessment and an indication of the number of dogs likely to be at this 

facility at any given time.     

 RESOLVED: 

The comments on planning applications 1-5 above to be submitted to DCC Planners.  

 

11. The Importance of Butterwick Road/Beacon Lane Habitat For Wild Birds Presentation 

by Dr Frederick Milton: 

 Cllr Jenny Haworth welcomed Dr Fred Milton and Dr Brian Clasper to the meeting, both of 

whom had been extremely helpful in providing birds and habitat information which had been 

fed into the Town Council’s objections to the planning application for large-scale housing 

development at land East of Beacon Avenue.  Following that work it had been agreed by the 

Town Council that it would be useful to not only have a more in-depth understanding of the 

importance of the site in question for birds but also an awareness of the reasons upon which 

such matters can be used in objecting to planning applications.   

 

Slides from Dr Milton’s presentation were issued to all Cllrs and a copy will be kept on file.  Dr 

Milton’s presentation detailed the birds recorded at Butterwick/Beacon Lane including 25 

species on the Birds of Conservation Concern 5 (2024)’s red list, 41 on its amber list and 47 

on its green list.  The presentation outlined the current bird species breeding at the site and 

the key habitats founds at the site which includes wet rough grassland, mature mixed 

hedgerows, mature hedgerows and mature woodland plus grazing fields.  This site is part of a 

‘jigsaw’ of habitats providing a wildlife corridor to Swallow Hole, the Skerne Woods and other 

local habitats.  Dr Milton outlined the value of extensive and long-term field work and gave 

specific examples in relation to several bird species found in this area but which have suffered 

significant national decline. Dr Milton went on to explain what habitat would be immediately 



 

 

lost through the current planning application  and the cumulative impact of that when added to 

development in the local area over the last 10 years.  He concluded by explaining how the 

mitigating habitat post-development would not attract or keen the existing array of bird species 

but would instead attract the more typical garden birds as seen when any retained hedgerows 

buffer houses.   

 

The Chairman, Cllr Mel Carr, thanked Dr Milton and Dr Clasper for their excellent presentation 

and answering Cllr questions as well as sharing their work with the Town Council.   

  

 The Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.04pm. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
1. Apologies: 

 Cllrs Allan Blakemore, Ann Carr and Myles Mantripp.   

 

2. Declaration of interest: 

 None.   

 

3. Matters of Information: 

 3.1  Terrace Hill Discussion: 

  The Clerk and Head Gardener & Cemetery Superintendent met on-site in 

Ceddesfeld Grounds with Mr Martin Lowe of Historic England on 2nd June 2023.  A 

follow-up meeting has now taken place with DCC’s Conservation Officer and Tree 

Officer(s) who recommend the Clerk now liaises with DCC’s Head of Ecology in 

order that appropriate specifications and costings can be sought so a further 

Discussion Meeting can be scheduled with Town Cllrs. Until priority work relating to 

the expansion of Butterwick Road Cemetery has been completed this issue has 

been put on hold.  The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on this matter.   
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RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.2 Trees in Ceddesfeld Hall Grounds: 

  The contractor has been informed of their awarded work and a date is now awaited 

for the scheduling of this work.  The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on this matter.  

The Clerk confirmed that she had recently spoken to the contractor who had 

confirmed an array of works was to be scheduled very soon.   

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.3 Internal Audit Inspections 2025/26: 

  Cllr Julie Towler, as Chair of Sedgefield Youth Club’s Management Committee to 

propose to the Youth Club’s next Management Committee that a commitment is 

made during 2025/26 to work towards obtaining a Full Assurance rating.  Cllr 

Towler to keep Cllrs updated on this matter.  The Clerk confirmed the Youth Club’s 

next internal audit was to take place on 29th October 2025 and Terms of Reference 

have been shared with Cllrs Towler and Dickerson.   

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.4 Reshaping Live Christmas Tree: 

  The Clerk has informed the contractor of their successful quotation and requested 

this work be scheduled as soon as possible and by no later than the first week in 

November 2025.  The Clerk reported that she has put the Town Council’s festive 

lighting contractor and the treeworks contractor in touch with each other as it was 

possible they could share the use of a cherry picker for their respective works.  The 

Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on this matter. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.5 Franklin House Children’s Nursery: 

  The Clerk has met with Ms Lou Newbould of Franklin House Children’s Nursery 

and a procedure is being put in place along with introductions being made to other 

potential venues in the Town. 



 

 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information and to close this matter. 

 

 

 3.6 Appointing Planning Consultant: 

  An update regarding this matter is to be given under agenda item 7.3 of the 

October 2025 Monthly Meeting. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information and to close this matter. 

 

 3.7 Tree Works At Entrance To Butterwick Road Cemetery: 

  The Clerk has informed the successful contractor and requested that work is 

scheduled as soon as possible.  The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on this matter. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.8 Hedging Works: 

  The Clerk has informed the successful contractor and requested that work is 

scheduled as soon as possible.  The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on this matter. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.9 Pest Control: 

  A Service Level Agreement has been entered into and treatment work commenced on 9th 

October 2025 at Butterwick Road and Winterton Cemeteries. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive the information and to close this matter. 

 

4. Public Participation:  

 The Chair, Cllr Jenny Haworth, closed the meeting for the public to give views and 

comments.   No members of the public in attendance wished to make any comment.  The 

Chair re-opened the meeting.   

 



 

 

5. Reports: 

 5.1 Butterwick Road Cemetery Expansion Update Report by Butterwick Road 

Cemetery Working Group:  

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Butterwick Road Cemetery 

Expansion Update Report which detailed the latest position regarding the Town 

Council’s capital project and the remaining works to be undertaken.  The Clerk 

confirmed a quotation has been obtained for new water point taps and this will be 

considered under agenda item 8.4.  It is hoped that further clarity regarding 

remaining on-site works will be known by the next Working Group meeting on 5th 

November 2025.  Cllrs agreed with the Clerk seeking quotations for other areas of 

work identified in this report.   

 

RESOLVED: 

i) To receive this information.   

ii) As from the start of the 2026/27 growing season the Town Council’s 

appointed grass cutting contractor be requested to cut the new area of 

the cemetery as well as to strim along the access road in the cemetery 

(and this to be included in the forthcoming  tendering process). 

iii) As soon as a burial map has been produced, and date agreed for 

bringing the new area of the cemetery into operational use then the Town 

Council to resume allowing people to pre-purchase burial plots and to 

promote this via the Sedgefield Extra when appropriate and ensure the 

Butterwick Road Cemetery Rules and Regulations reflect this. 

iv) To request AW  Treecare obtain and plant yew trees to replace those 

which have died in the new hedging screening between the expansion 

area and Sedgefield Community College. 

v) To obtain quotations for two new noticeboards, one to replace the 

existing near obsolete board in the current cemetery area, and one for 

the new expansion area (exact location to be determined). 

 

 5.2 Cemetery Lodge Update Report by Estates Working Group: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all an update report by the Estates 

Working Group regarding the Cemetery Lodge.  The Clerk confirmed that much of 

the outstanding works referenced in the report has now been completed and hoped 

that an on-site meeting with Dowens could be scheduled soon to commence the re-

letting process.  Cllr Tony Stubbs asked how the rent is sent for the property.  The 

Clerk confirmed this is set on the advice of Dowens who use their knowledge of the 

local rental property to make their recommendation.  Cllr John Finlayson hoped that 



 

 

when the Town Council were in a position to consider its next large-scale capital 

project that consideration could be given to selling this property to release funds.  

The Clerk said this would need to be considered when the Town Council was in a 

position to have sufficient resources to develop its Asset Management Plan and 

agree future strategic priorities.  The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on the letting of 

Cemetery Lodge.   

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive this information. 

 

 

 5.3 Phase 2: Cemetery Expansion Recommendation Report by Estates Working 

Group: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Phase 2:  Cemetery Expansion 

Recommendation Report by the Estates Working Group which was duly 

considered.   

 

RESOLVED: 

i) There is no need to extend the allotment site at Butterwick Road as there is 

not sufficient demand to justify this (and this also means there is no 

requirement to change the use of the adjacent triangular piece of land). 

ii) An area within the existing allotment site boundary that is used as a 

“dumping” ground near to the shipping container used by plot holders 

instead be paved over to tidy this area. 

iii) The original allotment site entrance be made good and, when the cemetery 

expansion works are completed, be brought back into use as the entrance to 

be used by allotment plot holders, i..e the double gates revert back to being 

used only for pre-agreed large deliveries. 

iv) The triangular piece of land be extensively tidied up so as to be 

aesthetically pleasing, ensure no encroachment onto the footpath used by 

pupils going to and from Sedgefield Community College and allow it to be 

maintained in the future by a combination of the Town Council’s grass 

cutting contractor and gardening staff (Note:  The Clerk has already 

requested a tree inspection be undertaken on this area of land).   

 

Note: Reports related to information exempt from the public are considered under agenda item 8.   

 

6. Financial Matters: 



 

 

 6.1 Invoices for payment by cheques for approval after 8th September 2025: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all details of cheques for approval 

after 8th September 2025 numbered 111245 to 111265.  The Clerk circulated to all 

an updated list which also included cheques numbered 111266 to 111272.  Cllrs 

confirmed their support for the authorization of all cheques. 

 

RESOLVED: 

i) All cheques and invoices were approved for payment. 

ii) Cllrs John Finlayson and Dave Jasper plus the Town Clerk to duly sign the 

cheques numbered  111247 to 111272. 

 

 

 

 

 6.2 Financial Budget Comparison (as at 24th September 2025): 

   

RESOLVED: 

To receive the Financial Budget Comparison as at 24th September 2025.   

 

 6.3 Debtors List as at 24th September 2025: 

   

RESOLVED: 

To receive the Debtors List as at 20th August 2025.   

 

 6.4 Direct Debits and Debit Card List for 1st – 31st August 2025 and 1st – 30th 

September 2025:  

   

RESOLVED: 

To receive the Direct Debits and Debit Card List for 1st – 31st August 2025 and 

1st – 30th September 2025. 

 

 6.5 September 2025 Bank Reconciliations Plus September 2025 Imprest Account 

and September 2025 Public Sector Deposit Fund Reconciliation Report by 

Town Clerk:  

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all the bank reconciliations for 

September 2025 plus September 2025 Imprest Account and September 2025 

Public Sector Deposit Fund Reconciliation report.  Evidence of the bank 

reconciliations was circulated at the meeting.   

 



 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive this information.     

 

 6.6 Butterwick Road Cemetery Expansion Funding Update Report by Town Clerk: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Butterwick Road Cemetery 

Expansion Funding Update Report which detailed the current position regarding 

spending on this capital project.  The Clerk hoped that definitive information 

allowing the release of initial retention monies would be known soon so the Town 

Council had this clarification before 2026/27 budget setting preparatory works 

commenced.   

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive this information.     

 

 6.7 Parish Hall Grant Funding Update Report by Projects & Media Co-ordinator: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Parish Hall Grant Funding 

Update Report by the Projects & Media Co-ordinator.  With regards to application 

one, the Clerk confirmed that redecoration of the bar area had now been scheduled 

whereby wood was to be re-stained and the interior or the bar area re-painted.  

With regards to application two, the Clerk confirmed that remedial works were 

required following the fitting of the new platform lift.  Cllr Mark Cant requested a 

copy of the specification for the new flooring to be laid in January 2026.  Cllr Dave 

Jasper expressed concern regarding the time it would take for the new floor to be 

laid and said that Parish Hall income would be lost.  However, it was recognized 

this work had been scheduled for early in the New Year so as to hopefully limit the 

impact upon hirer.  It was also recognized that without grant funding the Town 

Council would not have been in a position to have undertaken such large projects 

within the Parish Hall, all of which will be to the benefit of its users.  The Clerk to 

keep Cllrs updated on these matters.   

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive this information.   

 

7. Correspondence:  

 7.1. Request to Council for Public Statement On Equality and Inclusion (email 

from Mr Paul Farrow dated 19th September 2025):   

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all an email from Mr Paul Farrow 

dated 19th September 2025 entitled Request to Council for Public Statement on 



 

 

Equality and Inclusion.  Cllr Haworth said that she and Cllrs Mel Carr and Allan 

Blakemore proposed a response be sent to Mr Farrow confirming the Town Council 

is subject to the Equality Act 2010 and acts in accordance with that legislation.   

 

RESOLVED: 

The Clerk to write to Mr Farrow to inform him that the Town Council is 

subject to the Equality Act 2010 and acts in accordance with that.   

 

 7.2 DCC consultations Budget proposals for 2026/27 and Medium Term Financial 

Plan 2026/27-2029/30 and Exceptions to the Empty and Unfurnished 

Properties and Second Homes Council Tax Premium (email and consultation 

letter from CDALC dated 24th September 2025) [Issued electronically to all 

Cllrs on 25th September 2025]: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated comprehensive documentation and 

links to two important DCC consultations, one relating to budget proposals for 

2026/27 and their Medium Term Financial Plan for 2026/27 – 2029/30 and the 

second to exemptions to the empty and unfurnished properties and second homes 

Council Tax premium.  Cllr Haworth noted these consultations were live until 14th 

November 2025 and asked if Cllrs wanted to make their own responses as 

individual residents or prepare a corporate Town Council response.  Cllrs said they 

wished to make their own comments as individual residents and indeed several had 

already done so. 

 

RESOLVED: 

To receive this information.  

 

  

At this point in the agenda the Committee were to consider reports that were exempt from the 

public so it was RESOLVED to close the meeting to allow the members of the public present 

to observe/participate as they wished in the Environment Committee and Community 

Development & Engagement Committee meeting before then re-opening the P&R Committee 

meeting to consider Reports Exempt From The Public.  The meeting closed at 8.36pm.  

 

The Vice-Chair, Cllr Jenny Haworth, re-opened the meeting at 8.53pm.  The  

Chair explained that due to the confidential nature of the following items these would be  

discussed under Exempt Information and requested the member of the public attendance leave  

the meeting at this point (Section 1 Sub-Section (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings)  

Act 1960). 



 

 

 

8. Consideration of Reports Exempt from Public: 

 8.1 Village Greens Update Report by Town Clerk: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Village Greens Update Report 

which was duly considered and way forward agreed.   

 

 8.2. Councillor Request for Dispensation Report by Town Clerk: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Councillor Request For 

Dispensation Report.  This matter was discussed and way agreement made.   

 

 8.3 Grave Plot, Butterwick Road Cemetery Report by Estates Working Group: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Grave Plot Butterwick Road 

Cemetery Report by the Estates Working Group and provided an additional verbal 

update of the latest situation.  This was duly considered and way forward agreed. 

 

 8.4. Quotation for 2 x Public Water Points at Butterwick Road Cemetery Verbal 

Report by Town Clerk: 

  Further to agenda item 5.1., the quotation was considered and way forward agreed. 

 

The Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.04pm. 

  

  



 

 

 

 

SEDGEFIELD TOWN COUNCIL  

ENVIRONMENT 

Minutes of the proceedings of the OCTOBER 

ENVIRONMENT of the Council held following the P&R 

in the Parish Hall, Sedgefield, on  

Monday 13th October 2025 

 

MINUTES 

 
1. Apologies: 

 Cllrs Allan Blakemore, Ann Carr and Myles Mantripp. 

 

2. Declaration of interest: 

 None.   

  

3. Matters of Information: 

 3.1 Ponds – Ceddesfeld Hall Grounds and Wykes Close: 

  Information is now awaited from Ms Victoria Raitt, Senior Ecologist at DCC. 

The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on this matter. 

 

RECOMMENDED: 

To receive the information. 

 

 3.2 Heritage Boards: 

  Funding is not available for this project via DCC.  This matter to be reconsidered when 

the Town Council’s 2026/27 budget setting process commences.  The Finance 

Working Group to keep Cllrs updated on this matter. 

 

RECOMMENDED: 

To receive the information. 

Present 

 

 

 

 

Cllr. Mark Cant (Chairman)  

Cllr. John Finlayson (Vice Chairman) and 

Cllrs. Ciaran Butterworth, Mel Carr, Helen Cunningham, Kelly Dickerson,  Allan 

Blakemore, Jenny Haworth, Peter Hinde, Dave Jasper, Tony Stubbs, Julie 

Towler and Mavis Wayman   

Officer Dr Jane Ayre (Town Clerk) 



 

 

 

   

 3.3 Active Travel Proposal: 

  The Clerk has informed County Cllr Chris Lines of the Town Council’s support for the 

proposed Active Travel recommendation and support for the on-going work of the 

Active Travel Group.  The Active Travel Group to keep the Town Council updated. 

 

RECOMMENDED: 

To receive the information and to close this matter. 

 

4. Public Participation: 

 The Chairman, Cllr Mark Cant, closed the meeting for the public to give their views.  The 

public in attendance did not wish to make any comment.  The Chairman re-opened the 

meeting.   

  

5. Reports: 

 5.1 Grass Cutting Tendering Update Report by Town Clerk: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Grass Cutting Tendering Update 

report.  As agreed during the earlier P&R Committee meeting, the tenders will also 

include the costs for strimming along the new access road into Butterwick Road 

Cemetery.  The Clerk to keep Cllrs updated on this matter. 

 

RECOMMENDED: 

i) To receive the information in this report. 

ii) The Town Council’s next grass cutting contract be awarded for a period of 

two years commencing on 1st April 2026. 

iii) Tenders to be collated and presented to a future P&R Committee meeting 

for determination.   

 

 5.2 Inspections on Trees on Town Council Owned Land Recommendation by 

Estates Working Group: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all an Inspections On Trees On Town 

Council Owned Land Recommendation by the Estates Working Group.  This was 

considered and agreed.   

 

RECOMMENDED: 

A budgetary provision be made in the 2026/27 Town Council budget for 

inspections in August 2026 on trees on all Town Council owned land.   



 

 

 

6. Correspondence: 

 6.1. Sedgefield in Bloom (minutes of meeting held on 3rd September 2025): 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all the minutes from the Sedgefield In 

Bloom meeting held on 3rd September 2025.   

 

RECOMMENDED: 

To receive this information.   

 

 

The Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.52pm.      

 
 



 

 

 

 

SEDGEFIELD TOWN COUNCIL  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & 

ENGAGEMENT 

Minutes of the proceedings of the OCTOBER COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT & ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE of the 

Council held following the Environment Committee in the 

Parish Hall, Sedgefield, on 

Monday 13th October 2025 

 

MINUTES 

 
1. Apologies: 

 Cllrs Allan Blakemore, Ann Carr and Myles Mantripp.   

 

2. Declaration of interest: 

 None. 

  

3. Matters of Information: 

 3.1 Barclays Van: 

  The Clerk has written to Ms Abbey Robinson in accordance with the Committee’s 

suggestions. 

 

RECOMMENDED: 

To receive the information and to close this matter. 

 

 3.2 Guides Bench: 

  The Clerk has informed Mrs Towler of the Town Council’s permission for the Guides 

Bench to be decorated with poppies as part of this year’s Remembrance 

commemorations. 

 

Present 

 

 

 

 

Cllr. Mavis Wayman (Chairman) and 

Cllrs. Ciaran Butterworth, Mark Cant, Mel Carr, Helen Cunningham, Kelly 

Dickerson, John Finlayson, Jenny Haworth, Peter Hinde, Dave Jasper, Tony 

Stubbs and Julie Towler  

Officer Dr Jane Ayre (Town Clerk) 



 

 

RECOMMENDED: 

To receive the information and to close this matter. 

 

   

4. Public Participation: 

 The Chair, Cllr Mavis Wayman, closed the meeting for the public to give their views.   

 

County Cllr Chris Lines commended the Town Council on its clear and proactive stance in 

dealing with recent communications.  County Cllr Lines said we are living in troubling times 

where some information shared internationally, nationally and locally is underpinned by not 

presenting the full facts which is a worrying development in public discourse.  County Cllr 

Lines said he was worried by some of this activity at Durham County Council but pledged 

that he would continue to always be clear and transparent in his communications as it was 

important that information published in the public domain was factual and correct.  County 

Cllr Lines reiterated that he does not hold any official position in EDCAT but has always 

declared his association with the project to build an athletics track in Sedgefield.  County Cllr 

Lines expressed disappointment with the way in which DCC has handled its decision to 

rescind the option of a lease to EDCAT after working in partnership with the organisation for 

several years. County Cllr Lines noted that the recommendations in the report to Cabinet 

related to the lease and not S106 funds, and that the allocation of S106 funds was made to 

EDCAT before the project was based at the site at NETPark, so it could be possible that 

EDCAT may have another site in mind that it brings forward in order to still claim the 

allocated money. County Cllr Lines said that he and County Cllr Catchpole have a meeting 

with Mr Stephen Reed of DCC on 14th October 2025 to seek clarification on this matter.  

County Cllr Lines wanted to question the position of Section 106 monies allocated to other 

sports projects in Sedgefield and seek the full facts which he would then share.  The Chair, 

Cllr Wayman, acknowledged the apparent changing times and said thanked County Cllr 

Lines for his honesty.  

 

 

The Chair re-opened the meeting. 

 

5. Reports: 

 5.1 Sedgefield Town Council Annual Fireworks Display Update Report by 

Fireworks Working Group: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Town Council Annual Fireworks 

Display Update Report.  The Clerk confirmed the Fireworks Working Group 

continues to meet regularly in the build up to this year’s event with the next meeting 



 

 

on 28th October 2025.  The Clerk will soon be issuing details of specific roles to those 

Cllrs who have volunteered to assist at the event.   

 

RECOMMENDED: 

To receive this information.   

 

 5.2 Remembrance Sunday Update Report by Town Clerk: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Remembrance Sunday update 

report which detailed the arrangements for this long-standing, much-loved and well 

attended commemorative event in the Town.  Attached to the report was the event’s 

poster.   

 

RECOMMENDED: 

To receive this information.   

 

 5.3 Snow Party Update Report by Projects & Media Co-ordinator: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Snow Party Update report.  The 

Clerk will continue to keep Cllrs updated on this event. The Clerk confirmed that 

earlier that day she had been in touch with the Town Council’s appointed festive 

lighting contractor and our tree works contractor so that they could hopefully align 

some of their work and share the use of a cherry picker.  The Clerk to keep Cllrs 

updated on this event.   

 

RECOMMENDED: 

To receive this information.   

 

 5.4 Community Carol Service Update Report by Town Clerk: 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all a Community Carol Service 

Update Report which detailed that changes to the traditional Mayor’s Carol Service 

for 2025 only and confirmed this event will be held in St Edmund’s Church at 7pm on 

Thursday 4th December 2025.   

 

RECOMMENDED: 

To receive this information.   

 

6. Correspondence: 

 6.1 Summer Holidays (email from Ms Victoria Robinson, Sedgefield Youth Club 

dated 8th September 2025): 



 

 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated an email from Ms Victoria Robinson of 

Sedgefield Youth Club in which she gave an update on the recent summer holidays 

programme.  It was noted that attendance at some of the sessions had been low but 

figures and session activities were going to be studied by the Youth Club’s 

Management Team in order to inform whether any future school holiday sessions are 

required.  The Youth Club’s Management Committee to keep the Committee updated 

on the Youth Club’s activities and future plans.   

 

RECOMMENDED: 

To receive this information.   

 

 

 6.2 Sedgefield Youth Cub (minutes of Management Committee meeting held 8th 

September 2025): 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all the minutes of the Sedgefield 

Youth Club’s Management Committee meeting held on 8th September 2025.  

 

RECOMMENDED: 

To receive this information.   

 

 6.3 Banner (email from Mrs Julia Rowsby, St Edmund’s Christmas Tree Festival 
dated 9th September 2025): 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all an email from Mrs Julia Rowsby 

dated 9th September 2025 on behalf of the St Edmund’s Christmas Tree Festival.  

Mrs Rowbsy was seeking the Town Council’s permission to display a Christmas Tree 

Festival banner on the war memorial railings in late November/December 2025.   

 

RECOMMENDED: 

The Clerk to inform Mrs Rowsby that the Town Council gives their permission. 

 

 6.4 Poppies (email from Mrs Christine Dunn, Sedgefield WI dated 11th September 

2025): 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all an email from Mrs Christine Dunn 

of Sedgefield WI dated 11th September 2025 in which she was seeking the Town 

Council’s approval for the group to decorate their tree next to the seat near the 

Orchard Estate on Stockton Road with poppies as part of the Town’s remembrance 

commemorations.  Cllrs felt this would be a lovely tribute.   

 



 

 

RECOMMENDED: 

The Clerk to inform Mrs Dunn that the Town Council gives their permission.   

 

 6.5 Poppies (email from Ms Carol Briggs dated 28th September 2025): 

  Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated to all an email from Ms Carol Briggs 

dated 28th September 2025 in which her group were seeking the Town Council’s 

permission to decorate the library bench with their poppies.  Cllrs also felt this would 

be a lovely tribute. 

 

RECOMMENDED: 

The Clerk to inform Ms Briggs that the Town Council gives their permission.   

   

The Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.52pm.  

 
 


