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Disclaimer: All information contained within this edition regarding events and dates are correct at the time of going 

to press. Any changes will be shared via our X account (@SedgefieldTC), the news page of our website at 

www.sedgefieldtowncouncil.gov.uk and through the residents’ database, our email group. 



 

 

 

 

 

Sedgefield Youth Club is proud to announce 

our involvement in two exciting community 

events hosted by Sedgefield Town Council this 

autumn and winter. Our involvement in these 

events helps raise funds for the club and gives 

our young people a chance to engage with the 

wider community in a lively, supportive setting.  

A few of our members will be participating at the upcoming Fireworks 

Display, adding a splash of colour and fun by selling glow sticks and a range 

of sweet treats from the car park. We’ve been practising lots of recipes 

during this half term! Later in the season, we’ll also be joining the much-loved 

Snow Party event once again with our festive bake sale. This is such a 

memorable experience for families and we’re delighted to be part of it! 
Beyond these seasonal events, the Youth Club is keen to improve attendance 

at our fundraising coffee mornings, which offer a relaxed and welcoming 

space for all ages to connect. These gatherings are a vital part of our 

fundraising efforts and a great way for residents to support the club while 

enjoying a warm drink and friendly 

conversation. We encourage everyone to 

keep an eye out for our upcoming 

activities and events and we look forward 

to welcoming even more of the 

community to our sessions. Whether 

you're a long-time supporter or a first-time 

visitor, your presence makes a difference. 

LARGE-SCALE PLANNING APPLICATION: LAND TO THE EAST 

OF BEACON AVENUE, SEDGEFIELD (DM/25/01625/FPA) 

Since the summer, the Town Council has been actively raising community 

awareness of a planning application submitted to Durham County Council by 

Barrett Homes (planning application number DM/25/01625/FPA) proposing 

to build 176 dwellings on land to the East of Beacon Avenue.   

We would like to thank members of the public who attended information 

drop-in sessions in the town, the public meeting in the Parish Hall and took 

the time to submit their comments via Durham County Council’s planning 
portal.  The Town Council has objected to this planning application and 

sought the support of a planning consultant to submit a second, more 

detailed letter of objection.  At the time of writing this article, it is unknown 

when this planning application will go before Durham County Council’s 
Planning Committee for determination.    

BUTTERWICK ROAD 

CEMETERY EXPANSION: 

LATEST UPDATE 

We are delighted to report excellent 

progress with the expansion of 

Butterwick Road Cemetery. The new 

junction, funeral access road, 

retractable bollards and all paths are 

now in place, plus the stone shelter 

has been removed to allow the new 

area to join to the existing pathway. 

New seating has been created using 

stone from the dismantled shelter. 

Levelling and grass seeding work is 

underway and tree planting will take 

place before the end of the year, 

with the ground then left to establish 

until Spring 2026. We hope this new 

area can be operational by Summer 

2026. We’ll continue to keep you 
updated on the remaining work as 

this project nears completion. 

UNAUTHORISED WORK 

ON HEADSTONES: 

We have become aware of several 

instances whereby persons unknown 

have undertaken unauthorised work 

on headstones in Butterwick Road 

Cemetery. There is a procedure that 

must be followed to authorise such 

work, ensuring health & safety and 

national standards are met, with all 

work carried out by insured and 

qualified contractors. The recent 

unauthorised works have not 

included measures to ensure that 

the headstones are stable. As this 

work has not been permitted, those 

headstones recently subjected to 

unauthorised work will now be laid 

flat to prevent further risk to all who 

visit the cemetery. Sedgefield Town 

Council cannot be held liable for any 

damage to such headstones when 

undertaking this necessary process. 
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REMEMBERING LEO MCCORMACK 

Sedgefield Town Council were deeply saddened to hear of 

the passing of former Sedgefield Town Councillor and 

Mayor of Sedgefield 2019-2021 Leo McCormack. A 

minute’s silence was held at the start of our October 

committee meetings to honour Leo, who is remembered 

fondly by all who had the pleasure to work alongside him. 

FESTIVE FUNDRAISING  

& FUTURE PLANS 



 

MAYOR’S UPDATE: CLLR PETER HINDE | SUMMER RECAP AND MY REMAINING EVENTS 

It’s been a busy summer of fundraising events for Jaime and me. We enjoyed 

an Afternoon Tea with plates full of delicious savouries and sweets. Our 

sincere thanks go to Wendy Rowley & the Pop In for bringing this event to 

life and to the Dun Cow for their support. Not long after, we held a fun 

evening of trivia and competitive spirit at my Mayor’s Quiz in Ceddesfeld Hall 
and to end the month of August, John Wrightson Band and Pittington Brass 

provided a night of live music in the Parish Hall.  

In September we organised another coffee morning with some light 

entertainment from local group Ukulele Smile Time. Thank you as always to 

all volunteers who helped prepare and man the kitchen for me. These events could never take place without you. 

By the time you’re reading this we’ll have just held (or be about to hold) our fashion show in the Parish Hall with 

the fantastic Betty’s Boudoir – an event that has proven very popular! 

Looking towards the end of the year we’ve got our Ceilidh which 
unfortunately had to be rearranged – the new date is 22nd November 2025 

and we still have some tickets remaining at £12.50. We’re holding a festive 
coffee morning on 12th December 2025 with Hardwick Primary School Choir. 

My last event of the year is the New Year’s Eve Dance. It promises to be a 
fantastic evening of music from Mamma Said, helping us see in the New Year 

together! £12.50 - BYO Drinks & Nibbles and let’s dance the year away!  
So far in 2026, I’m planning a music night on 7th February and a coffee 

morning on 20th February. Please keep your eyes peeled for posters online 

and around the town! If you’re interested in attending any of our fundraising events, tickets can be purchased from 
the Council Offices weekday mornings 9am-12pm. All funds raised are given back to the community through 

donations at the Annual Town Meeting next May. Thank you for your support. 
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HEADSTONE SAFETY TESTING 2025 

Sedgefield Town Council is legally required to undertake 

headstone safety testing annually and it will take place in 

Butterwick Road Cemetery, Beacon Lane Cemetery and 

Winterton Cemetery soon. Any headstones found to be 

unstable will be marked with warning tape and we will, where 

such details are known, contact the next of kin. 

 

 

Alternatively, Durham County Council concerns can be placed via text on 07786 027280 starting with the word INFO or via www.doitonline.gov.uk. It is very 

important that you register your views with Durham County Council. Your voice matters and could make a difference for all local residents! 

SEDGEFIELD TOWN COUNCIL COUNCILLORS: 

 Addresses (all Sedgefield) Tel. no. 

Cllr Allan Blakemore 32 Beacon Avenue TS21 3AB 01740 621820 

Cllr Ciaran Butterworth Via Town Council Office 07837 647158 

Cllr Mark Cant Mordon Moor Farm TS21 2HN 07818 243774 

Cllr Ann Carr Contact via Town Clerk 

Cllr Melvyn Carr 3 The Square TS21 2AB 629070 / 07530 315331 

Cllr Helen Cunningham 5 Eden Drive, TS21 2DX 07932 074981 

Cllr Kelly Dickerson  30 Beaumont Court TS21 3AH 07720 080497 

Cllr John Finlayson 5 Pine Ridge Avenue TS21 3EF 01740 622313 

Cllr Jenny Haworth  27 Station Rd TS21 2BY 07946 569178 

Cllr Peter Hinde 44 West End TS21 2BT 01740 621709 

Cllr Dave Jasper The Mews, 1 Rosedale Close TS21 3EQ 07791 030886 

Cllr Myles Mantripp 15 Mitford Court, TS21 2JE 07593 326925 

Cllr Tony Stubbs 31 Cragside, TS21 2DT 07710 092139 

Cllr Julie Towler 6 Mitford Court TS21 2JE 07979 376997 

Cllr Mavis Wayman 32 White House Drive TS21 3BX 01740 620337 

 
 

DURHAM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

Cllr Ian Catchpole 
39 Front Street, Sedgefield TS21 3AT 

ian.catchpole@durham.gov.uk  
07469 355600 

Cllr Chris Lines  
41 Whitehouse Drive, TS21 3BX 

chris.lines@durham.gov.uk  
07971868329 

 MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT  

Alan Strickland MP alan.strickland.mp@parliament.uk   

 
 

TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES 

                                             Front Street, Sedgefield TS21 3AT, 01740 621273 

Town Clerk: Dr. Jane Ayre town.clerk@sedgefieldtowncouncil.gov.uk  

Admin. Officer: Jane Tate jane@sedgefieldtowncouncil.gov.uk  

Financial Assistant: Julia Rowsby julia@sedgefieldtowncouncil.gov.uk  

Projects & Media Coordinator: Natalie Chowns-Traynor natalie@sedgefieldtowncouncil.gov.uk  

Receptionist & Parish Hall 

Support Assistant: 
Adam Heath  adam@sedgefieldtowncouncil.gov.uk  

CONTACTING DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL 

CONCERN WHO TO CONTACT CONTACT INFORMATION 

  General Enquiries    Customer Services    03000 26 0000 

  Refuse / street lights / pest control / dog  
  fouling / stray dogs / grass cutting / litter /  
  graffiti / roads and footpaths 

  Highways / Streetscene    03000 26 1000 

  Planning Applications    Planning   03000 26 1060 / www.durham.gov.uk/planning  

  Benefits    Revenues & Benefits    03000 26 2000 

  Council Tax   Council Tax   03000 26 4000 

  Apply / Renew Bus Pass   Sustainable Transport    03000 26 8667 

  Apply / Renew Blue Badge   Blue Badge Scheme   03000 26 9425 

  Council Housing    Livin    0845 50 55 500 

SAVE THE DATE 

Remembrance Service 

9th November 2025 

St Edmund’s Church & 
Turning Circle  

York Coach Trip 

20th November 2025 

TICKETS REMAINING 

Mayor’s Ceilidh 

22nd November 2025 

Parish Hall 

TICKETS REMAINING 

Sedgefield Snow Party 

29th November 2025 

Various Locations 

SANTA & RAFFLE TICKETS 

ON SALE 3rd NOVEMBER 

Community Carol Service 

4th December 2025 

St Edmund’s Church 

Mayor’s Coffee Morning 

12th December 2025 

Parish Hall 

Mayor’s NYE Dance 

31st December 2025 

Parish Hall  

LIMITED TICKETS LEFT 

 

CONTACTING SEDGEFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 
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NO DOGS PERMITTED 

NOTICE: Please be 

respectful and do 

not use the existing 

or newly expanded 

land in Butterwick 

Road Cemetery for 

dog walking. 
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